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INDONESIA 


ETHNIC ASSIMILATION IN PELITA IV DISCUSSED 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 28 Apr 84 p 12 


[Text] K. Sindhunata, SH [Master of Laws], general chairman of the BAKOM 
[Communications Board] of the central office of the PKB [Inspiring National Unity], 
urged all entrepreneurs of Chinese descent to join KADIN (Indonesian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry). 


He made this proposal in a speech given at the meetings of the Ansor [Helpers] Youth 
Movement Orientation Week, held on Thursday [26 April] in Cibubur, Jakarta. 


He explained that by the end of PELITA [5-Year Plan] IV the government will have 
completely achieved racial assimilation. Three areas will spearhead assimilation. 


First, the P-4 [Guidance for Instilling and Implementing PANCASILA (Five Principles 
of the Nation)] ugrading program, whose participunts have been assimilating on a 
large scale for 5 years. 


Second, bringing together weaker and stronger economic groups through membership 
and active participation in KADIN throughout the country. With this in mind, he 
urged each and every businessman of Chinese descent to become a member of KADIN. 


Third, the cooperation of the Department of Education and culture in bringing about 
assimilation in a consistent and thorough-going way from elementary school through 
the university level. 


In order to carry out these three programs he expects the understanding, support 
and participation of all levels of society, especially the younger generation. 
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INDONESIA 


ANSOR YOUTH TO AFFIRM PANCASILA 
Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 30 Apr 84 p 1 


[Excerpts] The Ansor [Helpers] Youth Movement has resolved to insert the basic 
principles of PANCASILA [Five Principles of the Nation] into its bylaws at its 
upcoming Ninth Congress. 


This was contained in the statement signed by the Ansor Youth Regional Leadership 
from all over Indonesia and the Ansor Youth Governing Board. It was announced at 
the close of the Orientation Week to Increase Awareness of Nationhood and State- 
hood in Cibubur on Saturday night [28 April]. 


This statement also said that having PANCASILA as the sole principle for all mass 
organizations under the mass organization law is fundamental to the furtherance 
of national and state life. 


The mass organization bill is considered necessary to guarantee national unity 
and integrity in the famework of upgrading the life of our PANCASILA-based society. 


Charitable Principles 


This statement, one of those emerging from the Orientation Week which has been 
going on since 24 April, is based on the belief that national and state awareness 
is an awareness of the need to defend and protect the national viewpoint, to 
achieve the goals of the people's struggle, to play a role in carrying out 
national development aiming towards a PANCASILA-based society. Furthermore, 
according to Ansor, the PANCASILA system of democracy guarantees the existence of 
mass organizations and gives scope to a life lived in accordance with charitable 
principles and does not supress heterogeneity or kill social creativity. 


Inaddition, ideas which come out of the basic beliefs of theAnsor Youth Managing 
Board and which were recently transmitted to the government or the DPA [Supreme 
Advisory Council], were also mentioned. 





The Ansor Youth Orientation Week issued the statement already mentioned as well 
as formulations based on discussions of the topics: "PANCASILA as the sole 
principle of sociopolitical forces and mass organizations;" "The role of Ansor 
youth in creating a future generation of PANCASILAists;" and "Ansor Youth 
Movement Pledge of Loyalty.” 


9846 2 
cso: 4213/219 











INDONESIA 


PDI MEMBERSHIP DRIVE REPORTED 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 30 Apr 84 pp 1, 12 


{Excerpts} Starting on 20 May, all branches of the Indonesian Democracy Party [PDI] 
will open a drive for new members. At the same time, the PDI will hold a cadre 
training week consisting of discussions of PANCASILA [Five Principles of the Nation] 
and national and state development. 


A delegation from the central executive board [DPP}] of the PDI, headed by General 
Chairman Prof Dr Sunawar Soekowati, S.H. [Doctor of Jurisprudence], conveyed these 
plans to Soepardjo Rustam, minister of the interior, on Saturday afternoon [28 
April] in Jakarta. 


After the meeting, Sabam Sirait, secretary general of the DPP of the PDI, said that 
activities held on 20 May will also commemorate National Awakening Day, one of the 
historic pillars of the Indonesian nationalist movement. 


According to Sabam, during consultations between the PDI and the minister of trade 
and industry, the minister, as the head of sociopolitical development in the country, 
welcomed PDI's plans, especially those related to regeneration. 
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SUMARLIN ON EXPLOITATION, REHABILITATION OF FORESTS 


Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 28 Apr 84 pp 1, 9 


[Excerpts] Allowing productive forests to be worked by holders of the HPH (Forest 
Enterprises Permit) or their contractors has not yet turned out to be a good way 
of managing the environment. The amount of timber produced has not been matched 
by the growth of high-quality forests. 


This was revealed by Prof Dr J. B. Sumarlin, minister of national development 
planning/chairman of BAPPENAS [National Planning Board], at a working meeting of 
the Department of Forestry held last Thursday [26 April] in Jakarta. 


Logs 





Sumarlin said that the 64.1 million hectares of productive forests in Indonesia 

had the prime task of producing forestry products and that they had an environmental 
function as well. Most of this area, about 52.6 million hectares, is being worked 
for the production of logs under the HPH system. 


However, last year under the HPH system 19 million cubic meters of logs were produced, 
only 36 percent of the natural capabilities of a tropical forest. This low rate 

of production was partly due to the decreasing ability of the productive forests 

to supply timber to be cut down. Pe 
In addition, it is also the result of the destruction of the productive forests 
through illegal felling of trees, creating dry fields, draining the land and even 
changes in allocation. Other causes are lack of efficiency in marketing the logs, 
resulting in high domestic prices, and government policies limiting log exports, 
part of a plan to increase domestic lumber processing so that added value and jobs 
can be created. 


Not Yet Satisfactory 


Sumarlin stated that no consistent initiatives to strike a balance between lumber 
production and forest growth had been developed under the present HPH system, either 
from the technical and economic viewpoint or from the organizational and management 


viewpoint. 














In addition, so far efforts to rehabilitate damaged productive forests through the 
HPH system have not been satisfactory. Up to now, more than 6 million hectares 

of productive forests have been destroyed. In fact, it can be said that no meaningful 
efforts have been made by the HPH system to rehabilitate the damaged forests and 
areas covered in elephant grass. Guaranteed funding for reforestation has apparently 
also not succeeded in giving HPH entrepreneurs the impetus to rehabilitate damaged 
productive forests. 


Endangering PPA [Nature Protection and Preservation} Forests 


The chairman of BAPPENAS said that productive forests which have the primary goal 

of providing fuel for industry still have not succeeded in making available enough 

of a steady and reasonably-priced supply of fuel. Therefore, the rapid development 
of the lumber industry has not been supported by increased productivity. This can 
endanger environmental protection and reclamation (PPA areas). This has been clear 
in Jambi, South Kalimantan and South Sumatra, where the lumber industry is developing 
rapidly while the forests are being destroyed. 


The productive forests have also not been able to develop diversified products. 
Rattan, resin, tengkawang [an oil-producing tree] and other products which used 
to be important exports have now decreased both in production and in amount exported. 


Destruction of the Protected Forests 


Indonesia's 30.3 million hectares of protected forests, mostly located in mountainous, 
hilly and coastal areas, should provide nonmaterial services. Their main functions 
are to protect the upper watershed of the riverine areas, to protect the coastline 
from erosion and to protect the seashore where fish, shrimp and other forms of 

marine life make their home. 


In spite of their fundamental usefulness, these protected forest areas have suffered 
alarming damage. 


Many protected forests have been destroyed. In the 36 most important riverine areas 
alone, areas which are targets for rehabilitation under PELITA [5-Year Plan] IV, 

9 million hectares have been termed critical land areas. Of these, 3.4 million 

are in forest areas and 5.6 miliion are outside of the forest areas. 


This large area of critical land is not functioning to protect the local water, 
land and climate systems. Tie results are rather serious: floods and drought have 
destroyed many existing development investments. In addition, the productivity 

of agricultural land has declined each year due to erosion. 


Efforts at reforestation and regreening have not yet succeeded in counteracting 
the destruction of the riverine areas caused by the spread of critical land areas. 
The role and [as published] of society are still not satisfactory, and the ability 
to reforest and regreen must continue to be increased. 


This has had a big effect on the level of success of efforts to reforest and regreen. 
The success level of reforestation--about 70 percent--and of regreening--about 50 
percent-- is atill below the target. 

















Up tc 1983, efforts at reforestation only produced 960,000 hectares of new forests, 
and efforts at regreening only succeeded in covering 1,800,000 hectares; this is 

far below the 93 million hectares of critical land in the % riverine areas mentioned 
above. Twenty-two of these 36 arezs have serious problems in reclaiming the forests, 
soil and water. 


Goals of PELITA IV 


The chairman of BAPPENAS said that the yield of the productive forests must continue 
to increase. In this way, 64.1 million hectares can be harvested by the end of 
PELITA IV; these forests will be well-managed HPH units based on a system of product 
conservation management. 


The management of every unit of land in the productive forest areas should have 
been decided by then, and various efforts to rehabilitate the forests, especially 
to improve the quality of the rest of the productive forests, should have been 
completed. 


It is expected that by the end of PELITA V 64.1 million hectares of productive 
forest will have reached their optimal productive capacity and that there will no 
longer be any forests which are nonfunctioning due to damage or deforestation. This 
means that the production of high-grade logs will be at least twice the present 
annual production. 
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"PUCHEA 


EDITORIAL CALLS FOR DEFENSE OF ROADS AGAINST POL POT ATTACKS 
Phnom Penh PHNOM PENH in Cambodian 10 Feb 84 pp l, 4 


/Text/ Among the various tasks of the country's defense, the task of defending 
communication routes is the most important. Communications are central to the 
services of defense and an improved economy in order to raise the living condi- 
tions of the people. Related tc improvements in the economy, communication 
routes are the main arteries for transportation of people and goods. Moreover, 
the insurgent forces of Pol Pot will not be given the opportunity to launch any 
major attacks Jon the people/ except incidents of looting and sniping communica- 
tion routes from their hideouts. These are their worst activities in which they 
try their best to destroy the reconstruction and stable lives of our people. 
Protected by the jungles along communication routes they are always waiting for 
the chance to destroy vehicles, bridges and highways. Therefore, the people 

in several provinces espebially provinces that have main communication routes 
should unite together in order to clear bushes for defending these routes. 


Recently in Phnom Penh, the central party gave orders to establish force. for 
participation in defending the communication routes. This is a most important 
and serious task that will ensure happiness for all. The Party Committee and 
the People's Revolutionary Committee of Phnom Penh have issued guidance notices 
applicable to all sections and bases. In order to properly follow the directions 
of the party and the city authority, every section-office and especially the 
office of all the quarters must publicize, educate and explain to the people 
the importance of this work so that they can participate voluntarily in the 
defense of the communication routes. All quarters should register properly and 
selection for choosing according to the duty rotation should be made according 
to the division of work forces into section and group, thereby creating cadres 
of leadership for each. Each quarter must pay attention to creating cadres, 
candidates, members and central groups in connection with the projected in the 
work place itself. Each participating worker must bring equipment such as knives, 
axes and other basic materials such as food, clothes, mosquito nets, blankets, 
and medicine etc. Each quarter must prepare their own combattants to defend 
the work place and maintain security for the worker during working hours. Upon 
reaching the work place, workers should first prepare their living quarters and 
food station within the shortest time possible and then start work immediately. 
There must be competition between the units and among the group in order to 
push the work ahead and achieve better results. 














From among the leadership groups and sections of organizations, cadres and 
personnel must be selected to serve in the work force and to efend communication 
routes to work places, the transportation departments must recruit workers for 
transportation, whereas commercial departments must prepare food and work equip- 
ment; the health department should provide medical groups to immunize against 

and treat diseases of the workers; the military and police should provide forces 
to maintain security; the propaganda and cultural organizations must pay attention 
to propaganda and entertainmert at the work place such as showing movies and 
Organizing artistic activities. 


In Phnom Penh, a guidance committee has been established for defense of the 
communication routes. Therefore the guidance committee must faithfully super- 
vise the transportation of workers, propaganda, cultural activities, living 
quarters, health, security and competitions to make our city decisive according 
to size within time limit fixed by the Central Committee. 


Under this direction, the people must understand their joint task of defending 
communication routes. In fact, among workers participating directly in the work 
place, there are still a number of people having problems. Therefore all people 
must both support and provide food to these workers and their families at home. 

On the other hand, the people must always crush the enemies’ psychological warfare 
which disseminates false news and deceives in order to destroy our works. 


Sharing the job of defending communication routes is the obligation of every 
department, section, quarter, village, center and citizen. With confidence in 
our strong power, the people of Phnom Penh pledge to fulfill their duty given 
by the Central Party to accomplish the entire job. 


CSO: 4212/45 








LAOS 


FACTORY INVESTMENT, WOOD EXPORTS NOTED 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 27 Mar 84 p 2 
[Article by S. Phanthavong: "Lao Wood Factory in 1983") 


[Excerpt] More than a decade ago, the Lao wood factory was operated to serve 
the purposes of and benefit capitalist retailers. After the liberation of the 
country, this factory gradually became state-owned. On 8 March 1983, this 
factory became completely owned by the state and the people. There are a 
total of 225 cadres and workers. 


When the factory initially became state-owned, it needed improvements and 
construction in all areas. Because there were shortages of everything and no 
operating funds, the factory was in a deteriorated state. There were 
shortages of raw materials at home and abroad. Manufactured products were 
stacked up in the warehouse because they could not be sold. The factory was 
1,500,000 kip in debt. It had to repay the debt itself, which caused some of 
the workers to be negligent in their duties. The administration of the 
factory did some research and made proposals to high-ranking authorities for 
making the factory run smoothly and properly. The high-ranking authorities 
made a loan of 3,325,000 kip in 1983. 


This capital helped start up production operations again gradually in 1983. 
The production machinery was repaired and improved. Up to now, 68 percent of 
the various debts have been repaid. 1983's actual production amounted to 
3,046,432 kip, primarily for use inside the country. Production is divided 
into two categories: 20 percent for internal use and 80 percent for export. 
To promote exports, the factory twice has sent technocrats together with 
finished products for exhibitions in the USSR, which is a novel development 
from past years. There were a lot of activities in 1983, with the factory in 
charge of the production and design operations of its own new handicrafts for 
display to the peoples of the socialist bloc. 


Right now, the Lao wood factory is not letting up its production and research 
to make every cadre and worker become an expert in production and to attract 
consumers and window-shoppers to the finished products. The 1984 plau is to 
improve production, including plans to buy raw materials from abroad, which 
will amoudntto 1,792,402.9 kip. 
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LAOS 


CHAMPASSAK RICE PRODUCTION, SECURITY NOTED AT LPRP CONGRESS 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 29 Mar 84 p 2 


[Excerpts] The First General Congress of the Champassak Province Party 
Committee was convened 16-22 March 1984, with 169 regular representatives 
representing 3019 members of the party from the entire province. 


Concerning national defense and security, even though the enemy has tricks to 
completely violently destroy every aspect of the revolution, every committee 
level has taken an interest in educating people of all ethnic groups and the 
entire armed forces to clearly see its destructive tricks. They have mounted 
constant surveillance and cadres have been sent down to the basic production 
areas to organize the people to fight the enemy, to build a political 
foundation and a sense of military mastery, and to build up the people's 
spirits to do battle and to fight the enemy together on three fronts in all 
situations and under all conditions. 


Concerning agricultural production and the expansion of agricultural 
cooperative, in spite of severe threats from nature over the past 8 years, in 
general the efficiency and the volume of production in rice cultivating areas 
have increased progressively each year. 


In 1983, the yield increased to 1.76 tons per hectare, which is close to 2 
tons per hectare. Total rice production in 1983 was 161,312 tons, an average 
445 kg of paddy per person. Coffee plantation areas under cultivation 
increased by 5514 hectares compared to that in 1980. By 1983, the area under 
coffee cultivation was 13,114 hectares. The population was discouraged from 
clearing fields and cleared only 5831 hectares. 


Concerning the task of improving and expanding agricultural cooperatives, 
until 1983, there were 461 units, with 439 villages, 25,517 households and 
151,508 people in all Champassak Province, representing 53 percent of the 
overall population and area of the province. 


The congress also undertook studies about the duty, direction anu goals of the 
struggle and about action plans for the coming years, particularly 1984-1985. 
The congress also organized an election for a new provincial party executive 
committee so that this committee of 27 comrades will carry on the majestic 
and courageous revolutionary heritage of the party. The provincial party 
committee includes 23 regular members and 4 standing members. Comrade 
Sounthone Thep-Asa was honored and elected as the new secretary of the 
provincial party. 
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KHAMTAI SIPHANDON WRITES ON 35TH ANNIVERSARS OF LPA 


Hanoi TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese Jan 84 pp 25-40 


[Article written for TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN by Senior General 
Khamtai Siphandon, member of the LPRP Central Committee Political Bu- 
reau, deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers, minister of defense and 
commander-in-chief of the LPA: '35th Anniversary of the LPA -- 20 Jan 
1949-20 Jan 1984: The LPA -- An Effective Tool of National Liberation and 
Defense of the Fatherland "' | 


[Text] The LPA is now exactly 35. It is the revolutionary army directly or- 
ganized, built, led and educated by the LPRP, the deserving follower to car- 
ry on the undertaking of the Indochinese Communist Party established by the 
great President Ho Chi Minh. Being the children of the working people in the 
Lao clans and fighting with the strength of the all-people resistance against 
the aggressors, the strength of the special combat alliance among Laos, 
Vietnam and Kampuchea with the great assistance from the Soviet Union and 
other friendly socialist countries, the LPA has undergone a long fight full of 
sacrifices, challenges and glorious victories against all aggressors and along 
with all the people has written the most glorious and heroic pages in the na- 
tion's history. For the first time in the Lao history a new-style army of the 
proletariat -- the people's army -- was built and became an effective tool in 
the national liberation and defense of the Lao fatherland. 


Looking back at the historical period illuminated by revolutionary heroism 
and the extremely precious lessons learned, the LPA is full of confidence and 
steadily movesforward under the all-victorious banner of the glorious LPRP. 


The LPA was born and grew up in the extremely heroic and protracted revo- 
lutionary struggle of the people from the Lao clans for independence and free- 
dom of the fatherland and a life of plenty and happiness for all people. Born 
from the political force of the masses, the armed propaganda units and mili- 
tia and self-defense units, which were organized in the August 1945 uprising 
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and seizure of power, the Lao revolutionary armed forces had been built in 
the early years of the resistance against the French colonialists in many 
parts of the country, such as the Rachavong unit in Sam Neu,’ = Fat Chai 
unit in Xieng Khaung, the Fa Nguam unit in Vientiane, the Xi. © aathirath 
unit in Central Laos, the Xay Chakhaphat unit in Lower Laox, -..« 80 on. 


As a necessity imposed by the resistance, on 20 January 1949, the Lao Issara 
Army -- now the LPA -- was officially declared established in the Rachavong 
unit under the command of beloved comrade Kayson Phomvihan, now the gen- 
eral secretary of the LPRP and chairman of the LPDR Council of Ministers. 


Right after its birth, the Lao Issara Army had to face the French colonial- 
ists’ professional aggressive army, which was much larger in strength and 
had lots of modern weapons and technical equipment. However, thanks to the 
party's correct resistance policy, an inflexible determination to liberate the 
nation and to regain independence and freedom for the fatherland, a reliance 
on the strength of the solidarity among people from the Lao clans and the 
close combat alliance with the Vietnamese volunteers' army, the young and 
poorly equipped units of the Lao Issara Army, which had to fight while build- 
ing and encouraging and organizing the people to build a political base, were 
continually attacking the enemy on battlefields throughout the country and 
growing stronger all the time. Starting with small battles and guerrilla ac- 
tion against enemy mopping up operations in order to protect its bases and po- 
litical base, the Lao Issara Army fighting alongside the Vietnamese volun- 
teers' army later launched military campaigns to destroy parts of enemy 
forces, liberated many large areas, along with the people created an offen- 
sive posture throughout the country and thwarted all of the French colonial- 
ists' aggressive schemes. In the winter-spring of 1953-1954, in coordination 
with the Vietnamese in the historic Dien Bien Phu campaign, it again joined 
with the Vietnamese volunteers' army in launching large-scale offensive cam- 
paigns in Upper, Central and Lower Laos and scored extremely great victo- 
ries. Those victories had been contributing to winning the French colonial- 
ists' aggressive war in Indochina and forcing them to sign the 1954 Geneva 
Accords to restore peace in Indochina; to recognize the independence, sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity of Laos, Vietnam and Kampuchea; to recognize 
the legitimate position of the Lao revolutionary forces; and to consider the 2 
provinces for regrouping, Phonsaly and Sam Neu, as the areas under the di- 
rect management of the Lao revolutionary forces. 


After the Lao people and armed forces had just successfully ended the fight 
against the French colonialists, they had to conduct right away the resistance 
against the American imperialist aggressors and their lackeys. Fully under- 
standing the party's revolutionary line and policy and line on conducting the 
people's war, the LPLA strongly relying on the all-people strength and close 
combat alliance with the Vietnamese people and VPA was resolutely and 
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actively mounting timely attacks on the enemy in single localities and all over 
the country. Typical were the battles for staunchly defending the 2 provinces 
for regrouping; the offensive action in the campaigns to liberate the Plain of 
Jars-Xieng Khaung in 1961, Luang Nam Tha in 1962 and Nam Bac in 1968; 
the campaign to thwart the Kou Kieth Operations of more than 50 Vang Pao 
‘special forces" battalions and Thai troops in 1970; the Route 9-southern 
Laos campaign in 1971, and soon. In addition to scoring victories on battle- 
fields, the LPLA was effectively supporting the masses in their struggle 
against the enemy, uprising aimed at seizing local power and legal struggle 
for implementation of agreements and achievement of peace and national con- 
cord. 


Those positive and creative activities of the LPLA helped to create a general 
offensive posture in many aspects, with many forces and in many forms -- 
military, political and diplomatic -- which was pushing the American imperi- 
alists and their lackeys more and more intoaninevitable situation of deterio- 
ration and collapse. All of the American imperialists’ formulas for waging 
the neocolonial aggressive war successively went bankrupt, from the "' special 
war’ strategy with the formula of Lao rightist troops + American advisers + 
American aid to the ‘intensified special war'' strategy with the formula of 
Lao rightist troops + Vang Pao special forces + Thai troops + U.S. air force. 
The American imperialists and their lackeys were forced to sign the Vien- 
tiane Agreement in February 1973 to restore peace, to achieve national con- 
cord , to set up a coalition government in Laos, to pledge withdrawal of all 
American forces from Laos, to end all military involvement in Laos and to 
let a large LPLA force and people's security force enter the 2 neutral cities, 
Vientiane and Luang Prabang, to carry their task. 


Early in 1975, while the direct revolutionary conditions had appeared in Laos, 
the great victory of the Kampuchean army and people and particularly the total 
victory in the spring general strategic offensive of the fraternal Vietnamese 
army and people created extremely favorable additional conditions that served 
as a direct factor for the Lao revolution. Seizing this historic ‘once in 1,000 
years '' opportunity, the party made a strategic decision about launching coor- 
dinated uprisings and total offensives to seize power for the people within a 
short time with a 3-region front and by means of 3 strategic moves -- mass 
uprisings, pressure from the revolutionary armed forces and mutinies in lo- 
cal army units -- combined with legal means of struggle. 


Carrying out that strategic decision, the LPLA along with the revolutionary 
and patriotic forces launched the historic strategic offensive of May 1975; 
quickly seized the crucial positions in large cities and enemy command cen- 
ters like Vientiane, Pakse and Savannakhet; created strong military pressure 
for different strata of the population in enemy areas to rise up to demand in 
demonstrations withdrawal of American advisers and dissolution of American 
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military agencies, as well as denunciation of reactionaries and traitors; and 
turned the spirit of the masses into a movement that caused great confusion 
and fear in enemy ranks, paralyzed their morale and caused disintegration in 
their ranks, with many enemy units openly declaring their splinterin. “ove 
and joining the struggle movement of the masses. 


With these strong uprisings and raging offensives, the Lao army and people 
wiped out the entire administration of the American imperialists’ lackeys, 
disarmed the entire mercenary army of the Americans and captured all weap- 
ons, storehouses, military installations, and so on. More than 5 billion dol- 
lars, 12,000 American advisers, more than 100, 000 mercenaries trained, 
equipped and commanded by the Americans, both the ground war and the air 
war with more than 9 million tons of bombs and shells, and the entire theory 
of neocolonial aggressive war of the American imperialists in Laos thus came 
to a miserable collapse. 


With that great victory in the national liberation efforts, on 2 December 1975 
the LPDR was born. From then on the Lao revolution entered a new stage 
with two strategic tasks: to defend the fatherland and to build the country 

while moving toward socialism. But the enemy still refused to accept defeat 
as they madly resisted and undermined the Lao revolution with all possible 
tricks, particularly after the reactionaries among the Beijing rulers had open- 
ly colluded with the American imperialists and other reactionary forcns to 
step up the very wicked, shrewd and dangerous multifaceted destructive activ- 
ities aimed at weakening and moving toward conquering Laos. 





In the past 8 years, fully adhering to those 2 strategic tasks, the LPA along 
with all the people had been striving to maintain and consolidate security in 

the entire country, thwarting many rebellions and disturbances of the reaction- 
ary forces, fighting back appropriately against armed provocations and viola- 
tions of the border by the enemies and maintaining the sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity of the fatherland. Implementing the party's policy of concen- 
trating on the basic level, it along with the state sectors had been going to lo- 
calities, applying the three-way formula and fighting the enemy while building 
and consolidating the proletarian dictatorial systern at the basic level and help- 
ing the people to step up production and to build the local economy and culture, 
thus helping to make the situation more stable everyday and to thwart the en- 
emy plot to undermine the country's security. At the same time, holding a 
special combat alliance with the armies and people of fraternal Vietnam and 
Kampuchea and having total solidarity and cooperation with the Soviet Union 
and other fraternal socialist countries, the Lao army and people had been 
ceaselessly strengthening the country's defense, building and developing the 
national defense potential and heightening combat readiness for defending the 
fatherland. The LPA of today has grown much stronger than ever before; has 
a body of main-force troops of great concentration and mobility consisting of 
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units of army-corps size in the different branches of the armed forces, which 
are gradually being built to become regular and modern units; has the combat 
branches and necessary supporting armed services, with the air and antiair- 
craft forces; and at the same time, has a system of local forces of provincial 
and district levels, along with hundreds of thousands of guerrilla and self- 
defense combatants, who provide the on-the-spot strengta all over the country. 


The army as a whole is a bloc, unified in determination and action, that main- 
tains constant revolutionary vigilance, regularly learns, fully understands all 
party and state lines and policies, ceaselessly trains itself to raise its com- 
bat and work capabilities and is ready to successfully fulfill any tasks assign- 
ed by the party and state. 


Coming from the people and fighting for independence, freedom and socialism, 
the LPA is very worthy of the praise of the LPRP Central Committee as it 
‘always takes the lead in all party-assigned tasks, bravely overcomes every 
difficulty and hardship, defeats every enemy, fulfills every task, deserves 
being the strong support of the revolution, a tool of dictatorship that effective- 
ly serves the party...'' and the National Gold Order, the noble award it has 
received from the party and Lao state. 


The continuous growth and glorious victories of the LPA first originated from 
the correct leadership, education and training 0’ the LPRP. The latter was 
the direct builder, leader and teacher of the armed forces from their early 
childhood and throughout the 35 years of their fighting and building. Through 
its political and military lines it determined the goal of fighting and the prin- 
ciple of building and organizing their forces, suggested the formulas for con- 
ducting the war and the art of combat for the army in different revolutionary 
periods and created strong unity between the people and the army and between 
the front and the rear. The party organizations from central to local level 
had been doing their very best to create favorable conditions for the army to 
grow, to fight and win and to fulfill every assigned task. 


The strong bloc of solidarity among the people from the clans, the high de- 
gree of political and spiritual unity between the people and the armed forces 
and the confidence and wholehearted assistance of the people were the sources 
of strength for the Lao armed forces to grow and to win. Under the party ban- 
ner shining bright with the good cause, the solidarity traditions of the people 
from the Lao clans to fight together against invaders to defend their villages 
and country were further developed wit new quality. Hundreds of thousands 
of the clans' children voluntarily joined the army to fight the aggressors. The 
people in different localities along with the guerrillas and troops fought hero- 
ically, defended their native villages, shared their foods and clothes with the 
troops, actively served the front line and secretly let cadres and combatants 
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operating in areas temporarily controlled by the enemy hide and live in their 
homes. That was the foundation that created the invincible fighting power of 
the Lao people's armed forces. 


The fine revolutionary qualities of cadres and combatants and the outstanding 
art of the Lao army and people in fighting the aggressors were the direct rea- 
son leading to the invincible power of the Lao revolutionary armed forces. 


For national liberation, for independence and freedom of the fatherland and 
for socialism, the cadres and combatants of the Lao revolutionary army had 
been fighting staunchly and bravely and fulfilling brilliantly every task assign- 
ed by the party and people under extremely difficult conditions, with a lot of 
hardship and want. The fact that Battalion 2 had thwarted the enemy's efforts 
to bribe, besiege and steer it from the right road and with firmness and deter- 
mined wit had fought its way back to its base; that a protecting company had 
been operating for more than 10 years right in the heart of Vientiane when it 
still was an enemy nest; and that the LPLA units operating in the 2 neutral 
cities had sown fear and respect among the enemy and confidence and admira- 
tion among the people was just some typical examples showing the fine revolu- 
tionary qualities of the LPLA. As it was fighting the aggressive armies and 
lackeys being definitely superior to it in terms of strength, modern weapons 
and logistical supplies, it showed its advanced art of fighting. It was the art 
of actively attacking the enemy with every available force and method and with 
all of the weapons it had and combining armed struggle with political struggle 
and all other aspects of the people's struggle. Asa result, not only were the 
Lao revolutionary armed forces unaffected by enemy efforts to destroy them 
as the bourgeois military experts had figured out in their plots and malicious 
schemes, but they also defeated the aggressive and mercenary armies whose 
plans and command had been provided by the imperialist ‘well-known strate- 
gists'’ in Europe and America. 


The special solidarity and combat alliance among the armies and people of 
Laos, Vietnam and Kampuchea and the growing assistance of the Soviet Union 
and other fraternal socialist countries were an extremely important factor 
that ensured victory for the Lao army and people for the entire duration of 
their revolutionary struggle and up to now. 


For the Lao armed forces, the combat ailiance with the Vietnamese army and 
people had a special history and significance. Starting in the early days of the 
resistance when the Lao armed forces had been only small guerrilla units, 
that alliance had been helping the Lao people's armed forces and struggle to 
overcome dangerous challenges and to keep growing stronger, thus creating 
favorable conditions for the Lao people to arrive at great turning points in 
their resistance and to reach their final victory. Today in the defense of their 
fatherland and the building of socialism, the Lao-Vietnamese combat alliance 
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still remains a basic factor that determines victory for the revolution of both 
countries and of each country, with the Lao army and people resolutely pro- 

tecting and further developing this alliance and considering it a vital matter 

for the destiny of their fatherland. 


The fraternal Kampuchean army and people had been maintaining solidarity 
and combat coordination with the Lao army and people, as well as with the 
Vietnamese army and people, for the entire duration of the two resistances 
against the French and the Americans and scoring joint victories. The heroic 
uprising of the Kampuchean revolutionary army and people, with assistance 
from the Vietnamese army and people, to smash the Pol Pot genocidal regime 
and the crafty design of the Chinese big power hegemony-advocating expan- 
sionists was an extremely precious direct support for the Lao army and peo- 
ple in their national defense and construction and an extremely important con- 
tribution to the victory of the revolution of the three Indochinese countries and 
the solidarity and combat alliance among the three nations. 


In the course of their fighting, building and growing the Lao people's armed 
forces continually received great moral and material assistance from the fra- 
ternal socialist countries. The Soviet Union particularly was always giving 
support and assistance to the fight of the Lao army and people in all stages of 
their revolution and today extends to them a great and effective assistance in 
many areas. The growth of the LPAasit was moving toward becoming a regu- 
lar and modern army and the continued development of the economic and de- 
fense potentiality of Laos were both closely linked with the assistance of the 
fraternal socialist countries, in which there were the extremely important 
contributions oz the Soviet Union. This assistance that was a brilliant display 
of the socialist internationalistic spirit has strongly encouraged the Lao army 
and people and has given them more strength in their past resistances as well 
as in the present defense of their fatherland and their socialist construction 
today. 


Under the correct and creative leadership of the LPRP, the Lao people and 
revolutionary armed forces have scored great victories and at the same time 
have accumulated and tested experiences and basic lessor.s about building a 
new-style army, about armed struggle and about the people's war versus the 
aggressive war of the imperialists and reactionary clique in the present era. 


From the fighting and building as the Lao revolutionary armed forces have 
achieved in the past 35 years we can learn the following points, which have an 
important realistic significance: 

The most basic point is to ceaselessly strengthen the party's leadership over 


the armed forces and to ceaselessly consolidate and develop the solidarity and 
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unity relationships between the people and the armed forces. The direct and 
total leadership of the party determined the nature of the revolution and of 

the worker class and was the major source of the LPA combat strength. The 
party had been adhering to and very correctly and creatively applying the 
Marxist-Leninist class struggle and revolutionary struggle theories to the ac- 
tual historical conditions of the Lao revolution. It had confirmed that revolu- 
tionary violence be used to smash counterrevolutionary violence and the revo- 
lutionary arrny be considered an effective instrument of violence in national 
Liberation and defense of the fatherland. Its political and military lines and 
tasks always served as a beacon for the army's combat and construction 
tasks. Fighting and building in compliance with the party's revolutionary 

line and tasks, the LPA had been fully developing its role as a hard-core 
force in the fight against the aggressors, as well as in the building and devel- 
opment of the revolutionary force, in the war of liberation as weli as in the 
revolutionary struggle as a whole. In any periods in the long revolutionary 
struggle, the LPA was getting direct leadership, education and guidance in 
every way from the party. The latter was regularly teaching it to fully recog- 
nize the enemy of the revolution, to adhere to its combat objectives, to single 
out and strike the target of its fight in each stage of the struggle. The party 
was directly leading and organizing the people and the army in the joint fight 
against the aggressors, closely combining the fighting power of the army and 
the strength of the people and allowing the army to fight the aggressors with 
the ever growing combined power of the people's war. The party's concept 

of total revolution, offensive revolution and creative revolutionary method 
served as a sound basis for the army to properly resolve the matters having 
to do with the military art, to fully develop its fighting power, to overcome 
many fierce challenges, to fulfill every task and to grow stronger everyday. 


The party leadership was the source of the unity between the people from the 
clans and the Lao revolutionary armed forces. The party had succeeded in or- 
ganizing an army that fully showed the nature of the worker class and the very 
spirit of the people reflecting even in the combat objectives, organization of 
forces and art of fighting aggression. Therefore, the relationships between 
the army and the people were the ones of blood relatives, of fish and water 
and of living and dying together in the struggle against the enemy of the nation 
and class; and these relationships were one of the factors that determined the 
existence, development and victories of the Lao revolutionary army in front 
ofany enemy. For the army, to always maintain and develop its fine revolu- 
tionary nature and to fight wholeheartedly and to sacrifice for the interests 
and happiness of the people was the most basic way to raise its fighting power 
and to consolidate and develop the unity between the people and the revolution - 
ary armed forces. 


The second point is to fight and at the same time to build, to fulfill the main 
function, which is to carry on the armed struggle, and the task of serving as 
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the party's assault force in the mass movement, to build the political base 
and to take part in econemic and cultural construction. The law of develop- 
ment as adopted by the LPA was to fight and to build at the same time, to 
closely combine fighting and building, to build in accordance with the combat 
needs and to fight victoriously ia order to build successfully. Under the actu- 
al historical conditions oi the Lao revolution, the process of fighting and 
building at the same time and closely combining fighting and building was also 
the process of fighting resolutely and actively attacking the enemy and the 
process of the army actively taking part in building, consolidating and devel- 
Oping the revolutionary force. That was a continuous and complicated strug- 
gle consisting of both political struggle and armed struggle aimed at destroy- 
ing the enemy, winning the support of the people, gaining ground, seizing the 
aggressors’ guns to fight them, motivating and persuading the masses to join 
the revolution and building the political force and political base, and from 
there having the necessary force, terrain, weapons and lv zistical base in or- 
der to build and develop the revolutionary armed forces throughout the coun- 
try. 


In the people's war in Laos, the Lao revolutionary army simultaneously car- 
ried out its main function of conducting the armed struggle and served as the 
party's assault force in the mass movement and in building the political base 
and taking part in economic and cultural construction. That was a positive 
and lively reflection of the view on combining the armed struggle and the polit- 
ical struggle in the people's war and on combining the economy and national 
defense, and vice versa, in the defense and construction of the country. That 
also reflected the all-people and total character of the people's war in Laos 
and materialized the role of the Lao revolutionary army as the effective instru- 
ment of violence in the revolutionary war and in the revolution in general. 

In reality the Lao revolutionary army was brilliantly fulfilling the armed - 
struggle tasks and playing the role of the assault force in the mass movement 
and building the political base in many forms and with rich and creative meth- 
ods. It launched military offensives to support the masses as they rose up to 
fight and created military pressure for the benefit of their uprising and for 
soldiers on the enemy side to revolt in order to break up the enemy ranks; 
mobilized people for destroying and winning the hearts of the "' bandits'' and 
built the political base in localities and different areas; gave support to the 
masses for their struggle by legal means against the lackeys' administration 
to demand implementation of the agreements that had been signed; and mobi- 
lized and persuaded the armed forces of the neutral patriotic faction to take 
the true revolutionary road and to brilliantly carry out the party's policy 
about maintaining a political and military alliance with the neutralist force. 

In all their periods of development, from the time they had been units operat- 
ing separately until the time they formed centralized units of different sizes, 
everywhere and at any time the Lao people's armed forces were carrying on 
two major tasks -- to fight and destroy the enemy military forces and at the 
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same time to take part in the mass movement to build ard consolidate the 
political base and to help the people to boost production in order to improve 
their standard of living. Both tasks were always linkec together: and d=pend- 
ing on the situation in different localities and at different times, either one 
was to be the leading one for a certain unit. After the country had been total- 
ly liberated, in addition to the tasks of fighting, being ready for combat and 
building and conrolidating the basic level, the LPA wzs fulfilling its produc- 
tion task and is now carrying out the task of taking part in economic and cul- 
tural construction and actively contributing to the national construction. This 
is applying the traditional resistance experience ‘o the present revolutionary 
stage in order to achieve a combination of the two strategic tasks oi the Lao 
people's armed forces, namely, to defend the fatherland and to build social- 
ism. 


The third point is in building the revolutionary armed forces, along with build- 
ing a people's army of high quality and necessary size, with 2 balanced frame- 
work of organization, to attach extremely great importance to building a 
strong and widespread mass armed force at the basic level. The LPRP had 
decided that the force that would be waging the people's war was to be made 

up of the people from the clans who were united within the Unified National 
Frout, to be built on the basis of the worker-farmer alliance under the party's 
leadership and later to form the armed and political forces. The Lao revolu- 
tionary armed forces were born from the political force and were first estab- 
lished in the form of a wide and numerous mass armed force. This force was 
a part of the mass political force at the basic Level and its hard-core compo- 
nent. On the basis of the ever expanding mass armed force the regular armed 
forces were gradually built, starting with units of local troops operating in 
each specific locality and then units of main-force troops operating on a cer- 
tain battlefield and moving toward mobile forces operating on large strategic 
regions throughout the country. Thus the Lao revolutionary armed forces had 
both a new-style regular army and a mass armed force and consisted of three 
basic components: main-force troops, local troops and militiamen-guerrillas. 
The main-force troops were the mobile and concentrated force while the local 
troops, along with the militiamen-guerrillas, were the force that were fighting 
the enemy locally. That pattern of organizing the armed forces both reflected 
the class and all-people character and represented the all-people strength -- 
the joint army-people strength in fighting the enemy -- in conformity with the 
Lao revolutionary realities. 


The realities of the protracted fight confirmed the fact that the mobile and lo- 
cally-operating forces, with three components of main-force troops, local 
troops and militiamen-guerrillas, both played a very important strategic role 
and that neither of them should be underestimated. Those forces must be 

built and developed in a balanced and rational manner in order to create a com- 
bined fighting power suitable for the armed struggle task and actual conditions 
in each and every development period of the war. 
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In the course of building the armed forces, the party had always attached im- 
portance to political construction, with quality being the principal concern, 
and cared about building and consolidating the army's relations (relations be- 
tween army and people, between cadres and combatants, among the clans and 
international relations); correctly resolving the relationships between quantity 
and quality, between organization ani ideology, between weapons and men; 
and developing the political and spiritual factors combined with organizational 
measures in order to raise the effectiveness of combat and to resolve mate- 
rial and equipment problems. The party had been attaching special impor- 
tance to its central permanent task, namely, to build a body of cadres being 
absolutely loyal to its revolutionary undertaking and having enough quality and 
talent to command their troops for defeating the enemy and to fulfill every as- 
signed task, and had successfully carried it out under the conditions of the 
Lao society remaining undeveloped and having many clans and the revolution- 
ary struggle being extremely hard and complicated; that was a great success 
of the party which was a guarantee for the armed forces to continue to grow 
and to win. 


The fourth point is to fully understand the concept of strategic offensive, to ac- 
tively attack the enemy and to combine guerrilla and concentrated action on 

the ever growing front of the people's war. That was the art of fighting the ag- 
gressors being inherited from the Lao people's age-old traditions and experi- 
ences, which were further developed and combined with the progressive expe- 
riences of the era; that art correctly and creatively applied the LPRP's revo- 
lutionary-struggle method to the field of armed struggle. 


One of the outstanding features of the Lao revolutionary armed forces’ combat 
art was the concept of actively attacking the enemy on our own initiative. It 
originated from the absolute revolutionary spirit and revolutionary-offensive 
spirit of the proletariat, and at the same time reflected the principle of objec- 
tive action for an army that had to fight and defeat an enemy of larger size 
and to avoid being destroyed by the enemy having more troops and guns by 
maintaining an active defense. The LPA was able to carry out that concept in 
all of its combat activities. It was attacking the enemy by both guerrilla and 
concentrated action of small, medium and large scale, and by both fighting to 
destroy one important part after another of the enemy army and urging enemy 
soldiers to revolt against and to separate from it in order to break its ranks. 
It was launching offensives against the enemy from villages, from localities, 
on each battlefield and in all three zones -- the liberated zone, the zone under 
temporary enemy control and the neutral zone -- and throughout the country. 


The Lao armed forces moved from guerrilla fighting to concentrated action 

and combined both together. Guerrilla fighting was the way to fight the aggres- 
sors our militiamen and guerrillas were good at and was carried on by them 
and all the people continually and actively, everywhere and at any time, with 
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the enemy being spread out, the enemy forces being divided, small parts of 
the enemy army being destroyed, great losses weakening them, and favora- 
ble conditions being created for combining it with concentrated fighting. Con- 
centrated fighting was aimed at destroying one important part after another 
of the enemy army, creating strong military pressure to support the masses' 
struggle, encouraging enemy soldiers to revolt and to separate from it, lead- 
ing to changes in battlefield situation and victoriously ending the war. The 
LPA was fighting the enemy by means of guerrilla and concentrated action in 
the course of its armed struggle. Guerrilla fighting was getting more wide- 
spread everyday, with many rich forms and an all-people character. Con- 
centrated fighting was developing from small-scale to large-scale battles and 
campaign-size operations; and there were more and more factors allowing 
modern coordinated combat of many branches, including joint combat with the 
Vietnamese volunteers’ army corps on the same battlefield. 


In order to actively attack the enemy on our own initiative and to develop com- 
bined guerrilla and concentrated fighting, what is important is that we must 
create widespread and strong people's war fronts in all localities, on all bat- 
tlefields and throughout the country. Just because of those fronts that the 

Lao armed forces had been able to actively launch offensives on their own ini- 
tiative, to effectively combine guerrilla and concentrated fighting and, on the 
basis of those combat achievements, to further develop those people's war 
fronts and to make them stronger. 


The fifth point is to develop the spirit of self-reliance and to uphold the social- 
ist spirit of international solidarity. The LPRP had always taught the Lao 
armed forces to be self-reliant, to rely on their own capabilities and at the 
same time to strive to consolidate the special Laos-Vietnam-Kampuchea com- 
bat alliance bloc, to strengthen total solidarity and cooperation with the Soviet 
Union and other fraternal socialist countries and to combine the strength of 
the nation and of the era. 


Having fully absorbed that view, the LPA had been striving to develop its 
strength, to rely on the all-people strength and simultaneously to carry on the 
armed struggle and to serve as an assault force in building the masses' base 
and in the political struggle in accordance with the party's political and mili- 
tary lines, and to properly fulfill the assigned tasks. The victories of the Lao 
revolution and Lao armed forces were making deserving contributions to the 
common victories of the three Indochinese states and the offensive posture of 
the three revolutionary prongs aimed at imperialism headed by the American 
imperialists. 


Being an army of friendship among fraternal nations, the LPA was always up- 
holding the socialist internationalistic spirit and close solidarity and combat 
alliance with the people and army of Vietnam and the people and revolutionary 
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army of Kampuchea on the same battlefield. For more than one-third of a 
century, it had been fighting side by side with the Vietnamese volunteers’ 
army on Lao soil. The blood of Vietnamese volunteers and Lao combatants 
had been shedding on Lao soil for both the Lao revolutionary undertaking and 
the victories of the fraternal Vietnamese and Kampuchean people. The fight 
in the past and the present situation show that the enemy has a great fear for 
the invincible strength of the Laos-Vietnam-Kampuchea combat alliance bloc. 
The enemy is using numerous schemes and tricks to hope to damage and un- ‘ 
dermine this blood alliance bloc. Therefore, the army and people from the 
Lao clans always remain clearsighted and vigilant, resolutely smash in time 
every enemy plot to divide them and strive to make the special Lao-Vietnam- 
Kampuchea combat alliance bloc stronger and stronger everyday. 


To have total solidarity and cooperation with the great Soviet Union and other 
fraternal socialist countries forever remains the rock of the foreign policy of 
the Lao party and state, which was confirmed at the Third LPRP Congress. 
The LPA resolutely defends and fully implements this policy and along with 
all the people is determined to do its very best to improve the friendship and 
combat solidarity between the Lao army and people and the armies and people 
of the Soviet Union and other fraternal socialist countries to make them last 
forever. 


The great victory in the national liberation and regaining of independence and 
freedom for the fatherland, as well as the past years' great achievements in 
all fields and the historic resolutions of the 3rd LPRP Congress are strongly 
encouraging the people from the Lao clans to enter a new era of the country -- 
the era of peace, independence, unification and advance toward socialism. 


The 3rd LPRP Congress has suggested the following guidelines and tasks for 
the Lao revolution in the new stage: ''... to turn our country into one having 
developed agriculture, forestry and industry, to build a plentiful and happy 

life for people of all ethnic groups; to wipe out for good the man-exploiting - 
man system, to strengthen national defense and security work, to strongly de- 
fend our sovereignty, national independence and the new system, to build a 
peaceful, independent, unified and socialist Laos; and along with Vietnam and 
Kampuchea, to strongly defend the outpost of the socialist system in the region 
and to make an active contribution to the struggle for peace, national independ- 
ence, democracy and socialism in the world '' (Documents of the 3rd LPRP 
Congress, Voll, pp 47-48, Lao version). 


The Lao party, people and army as a whole have been carrying out the above- 
mentioned guidelines and tasks under the conditions of new developments hav- 
ing taken place in the Lao revolutionary situation. 
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Chinese expansionism and hegemony has become a direct dangerous enemy of 
the Lao people and is attempting to conquer Laos and the entire Indochinese 
peninsula in order to open the way for its advance as it hopes to be the ruler 
of the entire Southeast Asian region. 


In spite of their miserable defeat, the American imperialists who have re- 
fused to give up their aggressive plot against Laos and fraternal Vietnam and 
Kampuchea are using every shrewd maneuver to enslave once again the peo- 
ple of the three Indochinese states. 


The reactionary forces in Southeast Asia supported by the American, Chinese 
and other international reactionaries are implementing a hostile policy toward 
the Lao people and the people of the three Indochinese states, acting as a tool 
to carry out the aggressive and expansionist designs of the Chong Nanhai and 
White House rulers and through such designs hoping to seek their own goals 
and evil interests. 


The counterrevolutionary collusion between Chinese expansionism and hegem- 
ony and American imperialism and the regional reactionary forces is being a 

dangerous factor, a danger that directly threatens peace, security and nation- 
al independence of the LPDR, Vietnam and Kampuchea and creates instability 
in the region. 


Thus after more than half a century of struggle for independence, freedom 
and victory over many adversaries and after their proud achievement of na- 
tional liberation, today the Lao people carry on a new struggle against a new 
and very dangerous enemy. 


In such a situation, the 3rd LPRP Congress has suggested the national de- 
fense-security task in the new revolutionary stage as follows: ''All our party, 
army and people must fully understand the party's political line and all-people 
and total national defense-security line, develop the combined strength of peo- 
ple from the clans throughout the country, strive to build a strong national de- 
fense-security force and ceaselessly strengthen and consolidate the total com- 
bat alliance with fraternal Vietnam and Kampuchea and the strong solidarity 
with the Soviet Union and other fraternal socialist countries, whose assistance 
of various kinds we rely on, for the purpose of making the security situation 
in the country basically stable and steady. Strengthen the national defense po- 
tentiality and always remain ready to fight in order to defeat all enemy plots 
and acts of aggression, no matter to what degree, in what form and with what- 
ever maneuvers they may be, in any areas of the country. "' 


To carry out the national defense-security task suggested by the party con- 


gress is a process of utmost struggle for the Lao party, people and army as a 
whole and for the entire system of proletarian dictatorship of the country. 
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It is the process of ceaselessly strengthening party leadership over national 
defense and security work and regularly educating the r2ople and army as a 
whole to heighten their revolutionary vigilance. Streng chening the all-people 
solidarity bloc, fully exploiting the strength of people from the clans in main- 
taining security and defending the fatherland. Fully developing the effective- 
ness of the administrations at all levels, from central to local, in mobilizing 
the capabilities of the country as a whole and in organizing proper fulfillment 
of the task the party congress has suggested. That is also the gradual proc- 
ess of carrying out these basic tasks: closely combining defense and building 
of the fatherland; combining national defense and security work; combining 
economic transformation, construction and development with construction and 
development of national defense-security strength; combining building and pre- 
paring for the political and spiritual strength with the material strength; com- 
bining building and preparing for the armed forces and for the people as a 
whole; combining the strength of Laos and of the special combat alliance of 
the three Indochinese states; combining fighting against enemy destructive ac- 
tivities of various kinds with being ready to win the enemy's aggressive war 
under any circumstances, and so on. These basic tasks must be positively 
carried out right at the basic level, in villages, streets, enterprises, work 
sites, in every district, province and municipality, and throughout the coun- 
try in accordance with unified plans, first of all in key localities and in im- 
portant strategic directions. 


In order to carry out the above-mentioned tasks, the Lao party and people as 
a whole attach great importance to building the people's armed force on the 
basis of an all-people, total and united national defense-security and at the 
same time building the masses' armed force in every aspect so as to satisfy 
the needs of defending the fatherland in the new revolutionary stage. 


In the process of building the LPA, we must always adhere to political con- 
struction. First of all, further strengthen the LPRP leadership over the 
army. Educate cadres and combatants to make them uphold and successfully 
follow the party's political and military lines in the new stage. Continue to 
teach the three political tasks reflecting the nature and traditions of the LPA, 
namely, fighting, mobilizing the masses for building production installations 
and taking part in economic and cultural construction, and the four relations 
(army-people, cadres-combatants, clan and international relations). All of 
these tasks are aimed at strengthening the revolutionary nature and all-people 
character of the LPA in accordance with the needs of the defense and con- 
struction of the fatherland. 


The LPA must be further improved in terms of organization, staff, equipment 
and in the direction of building a revolutionary, regular and modern army in 
conformity with the country's conditions and the tasks in the new stage. On the 
basis of its combat tasks and the country's capabilities, properly use the 
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aid from fraternal countries and build a rational framework of organization 
among the main-force troops, local troops and guerrilla and self-defense 
forces at the basic level. Concentrate on building the ranks of leadership, 
command and technical cadres in appropriate numbers having good quality 
and serving as the hard-core force for building the army in the new stage. 
Struggle hard in order to overcome within a definite period of time weakness- 
es and difficulties in connection with organization, staff, training, logistical 
supply, etc., thus ensuring a high degree of combat readiness for the army. 


Develop the capabilities of people from the clans in every locality and through- 
out the country and actively consolidate, build and develop the system that en- 
sures satisfying the army's material, technical and logistical needs. This 
system has the ability both to serve better the task of building our force and 
being ready for combat and to move toward satisfying the needs of large- 
scale modern combat, including coordinated combat, in the futute in different 
strategic directions, as well as throughout the country. Take over, properly 
keep and master all weapons and technical equipment, mostly modern weap- 
ons and technical equipment. Use such equipment in an economical and long- 
lasting manner and gradually turn the management of the army's material and 
technical base and logistical supply into a regular and strictly controlled 
job. 


In order to fulfill the military task as the party has suggested and to build the 
army in a basic and lasting manner, we must urgently review our experience 
and gradually perfect the theories of military science and military art. The 
great victory of the Lao army and people in their extremely glorious and pro- 
tracted fight has confirmed the revolutionary, scientific and progressive char- 
acter of the LPRP's theory and realities of conducting the people's war. Have 
active and in-depth reviews of such theoretical and practical matters, such 
matters as military line, strategic leadership, organization and building of 
forces, art of struggle, and so on, in order to keep the precious properties 
of the Lao army and people and to create 1 strong base for resolving in a cor- 
rect manner the national defense-secur ., problems in the new stage. On 
this basis, gradually perfect the theories of military science and military art 
in conformity with the new developments of the people's war for defense of 
the fatherland. 


The characteristics of the situation in the new stage require that we further 
strengthen the solidarity and combat alliance bloc among the people and arm- 
ed forces of Laos, Vietnam and Kampuchea. This is one of the laws of scor- 
ing victories for the revolution of each country, as it was being observed for 
more than 30 years and as it is applicable to the construction and defense of 
the fatherland today. The building and growing process on the part of the LPA 
from now on is forever linked closely with the steady development of the spe- 
cial Laos-Vietnam-Kampuchea alliance bloc and with the strategic alliance 
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between the three Indochinese states on the one hand and the Soviet Union and 
other fraternal socialist countries on the other. The LPA and cadres and 
combatants of the Lao revolutionary armed forces have vowed to do their 
very best to contribute to further strengthening and developing this special 
solidarity and alliance bloc with positive and realistic action. This is not 
only the noble international obligation of the LPA but also a vital matter for 
it to raise its own fighting power in the struggle against the common enemy 
of the armies and people of the three fraternal Indochinese states. 


The LPA's 35 years of fighting and growing up are glorious pages in the epic 
of the struggle against aggression and for national independence of the people 
from the Lao clans and the great pride and a source of strong encouragement 
for the Lao armed forces and people in the defense and construction of their 
fatherland today. 


Reviewing the historical road it has proudly traveled and looking forward to 
the bright future of the country, the LPA is determined to move forward, to 
make utmost efforts, to ceaselessly raise its fighting power and to be ready 
along with the people to brilliantly fulfill every task in the new revolutionary 
stage. The cadres and combatants of the LPA are determined to be worthy 
of the confidence of the party and people from the Lao clans, to maintain sol- 
idarity in learning and combat alliance with the people and armies of frater- 
nal Vietnam and Kampuchea and with the people and armies of the Soviet Un- 
ion and other fraternal socialist countries, to strongly defend the socialist 
battleground in Indochina and to contribute to maintaining peace and stability 
in Southeast Asia. 


5598 
CSO: 4209/270 
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LAOS 


BO KEO GEM SMUGGLING TO THAILAND NOTED 


Vientiane NOUM LAO in Lao 1-15 Feb 84 p 11 


[Column by Vilanathi: “Gone with the Wind"] 


[Text] Not too far from where you walk out from the provincial hotel located 
in the heart of Houai Xai, you will find one-storey row houses on the right 
side. A "We Buy Gems" sign hangs on the northern unit, displaying the 
importance of the store that is the center of the trade in gems, which are the 
most precious national stones. 


But the importance of the store is totally out of balance with the actual 
situation in the gem trade. This store is very quiet and isolated: a store 
employee just dozes off in a corner of the room. Now and then, he is startled 
by the noise of a pickup truck and the dust from the whirlwind [that it stirs 
up] swirls up into his nostrils. The door of the store sometimes is open, 
sometimes is closed, it does not remain still. 


Finally, the mystery of the store that purchases gems is revealed. 


This store has been open for service for quite some time, but the quantity of 
gems bought is limited -- which is unbelievable when compared to the actual 
volume of gems mined -- not to even mention the quality of the gems that are 
bought, for good grade gems are not found, even if you cry until your eyes 
swell up. 


Then, where have all these precious gems gone? 
"Gone with the wind,” I answer to myself to relieve my troubling thoughts. 


Curiousity helps me investigate different information concerning the gem trade 
and leads me to those conclusions. 


People are always mining gems -- first, second and other good grade ones are 
found -- but these gems usually fly past the gem store and fall into the hands 
of "ghosts," so that the matter has gone out of control. Besides, there are 
criticisms about the state store that, "The offering price is too low; for a 
gem worth 20,000-30,000 baht, the state store offers just 5000 kip." 
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This is the actual situation that has dragged on for years and has become a 
gclden-beaked termite sucking the blood of the nation. I feel sorry that 
precious national resources are falling into the hands of Thais, aliens who 
have nothing to do with developing our country. I never thought that the 
profits from gem smuggling could blind and deafen people and make them forget 
that they are Lao who benefit from the accomplishments in the economic, social 
and cultural sectors and the peaceful living on which the party and the state 
concentrate their effort, manpower and intelligence to build up, step by step. 
They forget that gem smuggling is shameless stealing from the nation. The 
only thing to do is to successfully suppress the gem smuggling in our own 
backyard. Then the people of our nation will be able to benefit from these 
gems to the fullest. The "Gem Province” will be the gem agent on its own 
merit if we together are the eyes and the ears for protecting the wealth of 
our country. 


CSO: 4206/107 











LAOS 


BRIEFS 


OUDOMSAI LPRYU, LPRP MEMBERSHIP -- During the entire 1983 year, the LPRYU [Lao 
People's Revolutionary Youth Union] of Oudomsai Province encouraged young 
people from the entire district who are enthusiastic, progressive and good 
models in all tasks to join as members of its established youth organization, 
which has 886 comrades. During 1983, the administrative committee for 
provincial youth conducted a campaign to select new members to join the party. 
They got 125 new member comrades, including 21 females. [Excerpt] [Vientiane 
KHAOSAN LAO in Lao 22 Mar 84 pp A3,4] 12587 


CHAMPASSAK TRADE, COFFEE PURCHASES -- Based on the spirit and political duty 
of the party, production tasks have been promoted and the people's standard of 
living progressively improved daily. In 1983, the Department of Trade of 
Champassak Province was determined to expand the trade network and also to 
promote the distribution of merchandise and increase purchase of forest 
products from the people by giving realistic prices. This made trade expand 
rapidly. These are the facts: in 1980, in the entire province there were 
only 80 stores; in 1983, there were 229 stores, including 31 state and canton 
stores, 120 trade cooperatives and 70 people's collective stores. Sales of 
manufactured goods amounted to more than 400 million kip over the past 3 
years. Along with selling goods to serve the people's way of living, leading 
organizations at each level of Champassak Province also encouraged the people 
to sell forest products to the state. This increased purchases of forest 
products gradually. For example, over these past 3 years, the trade unit was 
able to purchase more than 6800 tons of coffee beans; in 1980 it bought just 
3000 tons, compared to 1983 when purchases were doubled. Besides this, it 
also purchased a total of 66,200 tons of rice during these past 3 years, an 
average purchase of 20,000 tons of rice per year. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN 
PATHET LAO in Lao 22 Mar 84 pp A6,7] 12587 


BULGARIAN-AIDED ORE EXPLORATION -- Very recently, Mr Bosaikham, chief of the 
Land Resources Department of the LRP, [Lao Revolutionary Party] and Mr Ladob, 
chief of a Bulgarian-Lao cooperative land resource team of technocrats, 
revealed that the teem started on 20 March to survey the land resources and 
mineral resources sites in Khammouane Province. All this [is being done] to 
carry out the agreement between the two countries concerning land resources 
and mineral resources areas. This survey will be accomplished in the middle 
of next April. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 26 Mar 84 p A5]} 
12587 


30 














UNICEF AID -- In the beginning of March 1984, the public health departments of 
the four provinces of Luang Prabang, Sayabouri, Oudomsai and Luang Nam Tha 
organized a dedication ceremony for four cargo boats given by UNICEF that can 
transport 3.5 tons of goods. The ceremony was held on 2 March 1984. Mrs 
Mendoza, the UNICEF representative, presided over the dedication ceremony. Mr 
Bounsong, representing the public health departments of the four provinces, 
accepted the aid on behalf of the Lao government. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN 
PATHET LAO in Lao 27 Mar 84 p A7]~ 12587 


NORTHERN REGION BUS TRANSPORTATION -- Hey, brother, how many passengers do you 
have on one trip? I asked the bus ticket collector who was standing next to 
me. Realistically, not more than 40 passengers, but because a lot of cadres, 
State employees and the population all want to travel fast, sometimes we have 
to take passengers to the full capacity of the bus. Even then, we are not 
able to accommodate every passenger, the ticket man explained. How many trips 
do you make each week? I asked. Based on the equipment and the real 
capabilities of our province, right now we still have shortages and are in the 
initial trial stage. There are three bus routes: Oudomsai-Pakbeng, 2 days a 
week, Oudomsai-Luang Nam Tha and Oudomsai-Meuang La, the worker explained to 
me in detail. [Excerpt] [Vientiane NOUM LAO in Lao 1-15 Feb 84 pp 9,14,15] 
12597 
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MALAYSIA 


PM URGED TO FORM CABINET COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE NATIONAL CULTURE ISSUE 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 31 Mar 84 p 2 


[Text] In his letter addressed to Prime Minister Datuk Dr Mahathir this 
afternoon, Tee Ann Chuan, president of the Youth Solidarity Movement [YSM], 
urged the government to form a cabinet committee to conduct an in-depth 
examination into the national culture issue. 


Based on the USM's understanding, our country has held three nationwide 
cultural conventions. The first symposium, called the "Malays' Cultural 
Conference," was held in Malacca on 28 December 1957 and it published 

a special issue. The second one, called the "National Cultural Conference," 
took place at the University of Malaya from 16 through 20 August 1971 and 

it also published a monograph. The third conference, known as the "Malays' 
World Cultural Conference," was held in Malacca on 23 December 1982. 


A number of public figures have often stressed that the "National Cultural 
Conference" of 1971 adopted three principles for national culture concepts. 
They are: 


1. The national culture must be based on the culture of the indigenous 
people of this region; 





2. Suitable elements from other cultures which are found acceptable can 
be incorporated into the national culture; and 


3. Islam is the major element in the evolution of the national culture. 





These three concepts have become controversial by themselves. And it is 
deplorable that some public figures are trying by compulsory means to 
make these concepts the foundation on which to mold our national culture 
policy. This is difficult to accept. 





The monograph issued after the close of the "National Cultural Conference” 
contained these words: “The opinions expressed in this book represent 

the viewpoint of its author, not the position of the Culture, Youth and 
Sports Ministry.” Former Prime Minister Tun Razak also said in his speech 
then: "This cultural conference represents our first step in seeking 
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the roots of our national culture.... I gladly remind one and all that 
this conference is merely for the purpose of deliberations, and all 
drafts presented here merely represent the views of the participants...." 
It may be deduced that the 1971 “National Cultural Conference” was simply 
a preliminary examination of our national culture, not a formulation of 
our national culture policy. Furthermore, out of the 52 proposals 
presented to the said conference, only 1 was submitted by an ethnic 
Chinese author. This implies that 95 percent of the proposals were 
submitted by our Malay compatriots, which by no means reflects the 

wishes of all races concerning our national culture. 


During a dialogue between a delegation of Chinese Youth Advisory Council 
and Anwar Ibrahim, culture, youth and sports minister, early this year, 
the president of the Youth Solidarity Movement asked the minister whether 
the drafts drawn up during the “National Cultural Conference” have already 
been accepted by the government as the national culture policy. The 
minister did not give a clear-cut answer; he merely pointed out that 

this issue was discussed without reaching a definite result at a cabinet 
meeting on 21 September 1977. 


Any government policy must necessarily undergo a process of careful 
examination and molding conducted by a special cabinet committee in order 
to make it acceptable to ali people without dispute or misunderstanuing. 
Our education policy and youth policy are good cases in point. 


On this ground, the USM has written a letter to the prime minister, urging 
the government to form a cabinet-level committee comprising the represen- 
tatives of various nationalities and charged with the urgent task of 
examining and studying our national culture policy. Such a step would 
also halt irresponsible elements from expressing racially disturbing emo- 
tions and opinions. 


9300 
CSO: 4205/60 
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MALAYSIA 


TAN KOON SWAN URGES CHINESE BUSINESSMEN TO CHANGE BUSINESS PATTERN 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 2 Apr 84 p 5 


{Text] Tan Koon Swan, JP, managing director of the Multi-purpose Holdings 
conglomerate, today urged Chinese business organizations to study seriously 
government policies and development trends in order to make effective 
countermoves. 


Mr Tan brought up this suggestion while commenting on the distribution 
ratio of our national wealth mentioned in the Midterm Review of the Fourth 
Malaysia Plan. 


On the question of rights to economic control, the government review said 
only 18 percent of the wealth is in the hands of the Malays, and 47-plus 
percent is in non-Malay hands, while the rest is controlled by foreigners. 


Mr Tan added that he is not sure whether the aforementioned figures are 
accurate, or whether the 47.7 percent ownership by non-Malays includes 
alien Chinese and trust companies. 


He was one of the keynote speakers at an economic development seminar 
organized by the Malacca State Chinese Chamber of Commerce. He urged 
Chinese businessmen to change their traditional business pattern. 


"If we see something imperfect, we must rectify it. Just like the case 
of bogus members of the Malaysian Chinese Association [MCA] existing 
for the past 20 years. We must not let such a situation go on forever!" 


With regard to the quality of Malaysian products, Mr Tan said that the 
fault lies in our marketing, not in quality. That is why our commodities 
cannot make a breakthiough in international markets. 


He added that the Multi-purpose Management Sdn Bhd stands ready to cooperate 
with any company to be coordinated with our national economy, particularly 
with the economic growth rate of Chinese businessmen. 














"The goal of the Multi-purpose Holdings conglomerate is to aid the growth 
of the Chinese economy, and not to compete against it. 


"Our international markets include Singapore, Hong Kong and Malaysia, and 
we are planning to expand to the United States and Europe," Mr Tan 
concluded. 


9300 
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MALAYSIA 


EDITORIAL CALLS FOR CAUTIOUS CONSIDERATION OF POPULATION ISSUE 
Selangor SIN CHEW POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 2 Apr 84 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Presenting the Midterm Review of the Fourth Malaysia Plan before 
Parliament the other day, our prime minister, Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir, 
announced: "The government has resolved that Malaysia must eventually 
have a population of 70 million." 


He maintained that if our population is too small, our market becomes 
small too. This would create many problems, including the inability to 
absorb our industrial production. 


However, Prime Minister Mahathir pointed out that to achieve our goal, 
our people especially the younger generation, must now begin to cultivate 
diligence and discipline. 


In addition, we must establish savings, utilize capital and investment 
turnover and improve productivity to maintain our present living standard 
and even to lead an affluent life in the future. 


In bringing up the aforesaid opinions, Prime Minister Mahathir is 
essentially hoping to create a larger number of consumers through an 
increase in population and to promote industrial development. 


These are problems worth discussing, because our industry is still in 

its preliminary stage of development. If we merely stress population 
increase to create more consumers while neglecting the importance of 
improving our industrial technology, the result may merely be beneficial 
to advanced countries which will rush to open new markets within our 
country, thereby dealing yet another blow to the development of our trade 
and industry. 


Taiwan has a population of 18 million, but its foreign markets are spread 
all over the world. This largely explains the fact that the improvement 
of industrial technology and the expansion of manufacturing industries 
do not necessarily depend on an increase in population. 
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Take our neighboring state of Singapore, for example. As it relentlessly 
improves its industrial technology, the average income of its people is 
much higher than ours. In the past, Singapore has promoted family planning, 
but not as strictly today. 


Consequently, we maintain that before deciding on increasing our popula- 
tion, our government must first consider the improvement of our industrial 
technology and productivity. 


On the other hand, in increasing our population, we must stress a people 
with productivity, discipline and good traits, not merely numbers. Further- 
more we must pay attention to the problems of education and medical care 

in the coming years. 


Ii we do not have a good and sound environment and conditions to cultivate 
our next generations, an increase in population will merely add bigger 
obstacles and more complex social problems to our country. 


Ours is a developing country. Although we are endowed with fabulous natural 
resources and wide open spaces, there are many foreign countries whose 
experiences are worthy of our cautious consideration, particularly the 

two major countries in Asia, namely, China and India. They have amply 
proved that a population explosion does not necessarily enable them to 
promote economic development. 


At a time when our industrial technology has not attained a higher level, 
and when we are still vigorously promoting the eradication of poverty 
and restructuring our society as stipulated in our Fourth Malaysia Plan, 
we must cautiously tackle the problem of increasing our population by 
large numbers. 


We believe that leaders of most countries would devote their entire energy 
and thought before deciding to improve the living standards of their people 
and to realize their goal of national prosperity by demographic means. 


We hope that while preparing to increase our population liberally, our 
government will also make an in-depth study about our diverse social pro- 
blems, particularly industrial development, productivity and purchasing 
power, as well as map out feasible measures, in order to guarantee our 
national progress and prosperity. 


9300 
CSO: 4205/60 
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MALAYSIA 


LIM KENG YAIK ON MCA INFIGHTING 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 31 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] Dr Lim Keng Yaik, president of the Malaysian People's Movement 
[GERAKAN], indicated today that he has not contacted any of the 14 public 
figures expelled from the Malaysian Chinese Association [MCA]. 


Commenting on the recent explusion incident in the MCA, Dr Lim jokingly 
said: "We are seeing only the river, but no bridge. Bridges are made 
by man. If we have a bridge, people can cross over the river from the 
other bank. Knowledgeable persons are fully aware of the background 

of a number of current GERAKAN leaders." He declined to discuss further 
the infighting taking place within the MCA. 


Dr Lim made these remakrs at a news conference held mainly to express his 
party's reaction to the Midterm Review of the Fourth Malaysia Plan. 
Talking about the party's election scheduled for the end of 1984, he said 
he does not know whether someone will challenge his position. He hastened 
to add that electioneering is the spirit of democracy, and that all kinds 
of campaigning must be carried out in a normal and orderly manner. All 
campaign issues should be positive in nature and not negative, he said. 


Dr Lim disclosed that beginning 1 April, all GERAKAN branches across the 
land will hold an election which must be completed before June. This will 
be followed by elections in the party divisions in June. The party's 
Central Committee election will be held on 29 and 30 September. 


Dr Lim indicated that Dr Lim Chong Eu, Datuk Michael Chen Wing Sum and 


Datuk Leong Khee Siong will have an opportunity to play their respective 
roles within the party. 


9300 
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NEW ZEALAND 


PAPER REPORTS FEARS ON NEW U.S. DAIRY GIFTS LAW 
Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 7 May 84 p 2 


[Text ] 


NZPA Washington 

The chairman of the Dairy Board, Mr Jim Graham, 
fears that a new United States law may lead to Third 
World countries selling donated American dairy products 
on the world market. 





Mr Graham and the 
board general manager, Mr 
Bernie Knowles, have toid 
top Reagan Administration 
officials in Washington of 
New Zealand's concern. 

The Agricultural Pro- 
grams Adjustment Act 
allows for Third World sale 
of donated dairy products. 

The donations allow the 
Ameicans to dispose of 
some of their huge sur- 
pluses while helping devel- 
oping countries, a system 
which tends to tighten the 
world market to the detri- 
ment of New Zealand's ex- 
ports. 

The new law allows for 
“monetisation” (resale on 
the world market). For ex- 
ample, American donations 
of non-fat dry milk can be 
sold by Third World coun- 
tries which do not have re- 
combining plants to 
produce liquid milk for 
their people. 


No Control 


Another programme 
allows developing countries 
to sell donated dairy pro- 
ducts locally — in competi- 
tion with normal 
commercial suppliers — to 
fund development pro- 

es. 

Mr Graham said of the 
new act: “Our concern is 
that if (a donation) is 
‘monetarised’ we could 


have people purchasing the 
product and on-selling it to 
anybody at all with no real 
control, affecting our com- 
mercial outlets.” 

He said he had received 
an undertaking from Ad- 
ministration officials in 
Washington that this would 
be monitored, “but we still 
have some concern about, 

He said that after visiting 
Washington and discussing 
mechanisms for controlling 
the donations, “I believe 
that they will be reasonably 
effective, but that in the 
meantime it is going to take 
close monitoring by New 
Zealand to see that they 


are. 
Supplied 


The United States had in- 
creased sales and donations 
abroad over the past 12 
months by more than 
100,000 tonnes, Mr Graham 
said, and over the past 
seven or eight months had 
become — with donations 
included — the world's 
second largest exporter of 
non-fat dry milk. 

“The world market is 
now about 25 million tonnes 
and it is fully supplied,” Mr 
Graham said. “Any more 
coming on it simply has to 
displace produtt that is 
being supplied by people 
such as ourselves. 

“What we are complain- 
ing about is the dumping of 
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subsidised dairy products 
on the world market.” 

Mr Graham said that “we 
have accepted (the Ameri- 
can) assurances that they 
do not want to disrupt the 
ey have been spor 
they have ! 
Provided that produci goes 
into areas that are not com- 
mercially supplied at the 
moment we can have no 
argument with that. 


“But when it is going into 
places like Jamaica, where 
we have been established 
... for a 20-year period, we 
are almost certain that (dis- 
placement) will happen. 


Example 

Mr Graham said he could 
cite as an example Mexico, 
where American donations 
displaced Canadian com- 
mercial sales, which were 
then diverted to Peru, 
where New Zealand had 
been selling, resulti in 
some displacement of 
Zealand sales there and a 
lower commercial price. 

The Dairy Board had no 
plans “at this stage” to insti- 
tute any action under inter- 
national agreements such 
as the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade, Mr 
Graham said. 

“We believe that we can 
accept the assurances that 
we have had from the Ad- 
ministration.” 
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PRESS ON IRISH REJECTION OF NEW EEC BUTTER DEAL 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 5 May 84 p 18 


"The European Round" ] 


[Editorial: 
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DAILY REPORTS BARTER AS KEY TO TRADE WITH POLAND 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 5 May 84 p 3 


[Article by Peter Bale] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


f 


Barter is the 
New Zealand lamb. 


with cash, but with 
heavy engineering 


trade could be a 
breakthrough for the shell- 
shocked sheepmeat io- 
dustry — and an 
initiative for New 
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agent, the Wattie In- 
dustries subsidiary Neill, 
and Co Ltd. 


board was engaged 
in the so-called oil for lamb 


deal with Iran in 1982, in 


Union last year also led to 
some counter-trade in 


With traditional mar- 
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manager marketing Mr 
Doo Harwood when be goes 
to Warsaw this week. 
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CAUCUS CRITICIZES MULDOON ECONOMIC POLICIES 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 5 May 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


Mr Quigiey responded 
saying Sir Robert must be 
rueing the day he inter- 
vened in the volatile finan- 
cial sector, and that the 
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intervention had created 
distortions. 

He said yesterday that his 
views were shared by a 
number of his Government 
caucus colleagues. 

Among them is Ruth 
Richardson (Selwyn), who 

ned Mr Quigley and Mr 

| Jones (Helensville) in 
voting against the Finance 
Bill in Parliament in 


r. 
Ruth Richardson said 
yesterday that she had not 


changed her position on the 
Government's interest rate 


oo. 

re was no argument 
about the need for interest 
rates to fall in line with the 


drop in the inflation rate, 
she said. 


Unorthodox 


But insistence on a 
Straight drop to either 11 
per cent or 14 per cent in 
mortgage interest rates had 





held up those rates which 
‘might have fallen part of 
the way down if they had 
been left free 

Ruth Richardson said Sir 
Robert had made it clear 
that he was dealing with 
abnormal international con- 
ditions which called for 
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unorthodox policies, which 
in part had had a perverse 
effect. ‘ 

“When looking at the in- 
terst rates we are dealing 
with the perverse effect of 
these policies,” she said. 

“] think you can take it 
that there is a school of 
thought within our caucus 
that sees the regulations as 
perverse and as an inevit- 
able result of trying to inter- 
vene in the economy here 
the market has a will of its 


own. 

Ruth Richardson also 
criticised the Prime Minis- 
ter’s statement that the 
United Nations convention 
on equal rights for women 
would not be ratified. 

He made the statement 
on an Auckiand talkback 
radio programme earlier 
this week, but later said the 
issue had not formally been 
decided by the Govern- 
ment. 

“I take the strongest ex- 
ception to the idea that the 
Government might make 
policy by virtue of a chance 
question to the Prime Min- 
ister on private radio talk- 
back,” said Ruth 
Richardson. 


Election Year 


Mr Dail Jones said he did 
not wish to associate him- 
self publicly with Mr Quig- 
ley’s reported views. 

“This is an election year 
and we go into that election 
with the policies which the 
Prime Minister is entitiled 
to enunciate as leader,” he 

\said. “I do not wish to 
revive any feelings ex- 
pressed last year.” 


But Mr Jones said it was 
correct to state that some 
members of the Govern- 
ment caucus had reserva- 
tions about further interest 
rate controls 

The MP for Whangarei, 
Mr John Banks, said he was 
prepared to support further 





regulations but “against his 
better judgment” and in the 
hope that they would be Sir 
Robert's final intervention- 
ist Measures. 


Derogatory 

Sir Robert said yesterday 
that Mr Quigley was a back- 
bencher and could say what 
he liked. 

The Prime Minister said 
he would not raise Mr Quig- 
ley's criticism of his finan- 
cial management with him. 


“He has made certain 
Statements derogatory of 
me. He has made an ex- 
tended statement with cer- 
tain personal references. 
That is his option. 

“What I have to say is 
that in the course of a dis- 
cussion on interest rates he 
took the view that interest 
rates would come down as a 
result of market forces, and 
he explained his view in 
detail and in turn I! ex- 
plained in detail exactly 
why that was wrong and 
why what he was advocat- 
ing would not work.” 

Sir Robert said the 
caucus discussion was con- 
ducted without any heat. 

He rejected Mr Quigiey’'s 
accusation that he had re- 
vealed a private caucus dis- 
cussion in public. 

He said the issue was 
raised by @ press gallery 
reporter and not him. 
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EDITORIAL HITS LIMITS ON AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS INTERESTS 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 1 May 84 p 16 


"Thwarting Australian Interest"] 


{[Editorial: 
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LABOR PARTY, UNIONS LINK FOR ELECTION FIGHT 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 4 May 84 p 4 


[Article by political reporter Brian Woodley] 


[Text ] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


DEFECTOR SAYS NEW ZEALAND PARTY FACTION OF NATIONAL PARTY 
Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 5 May 84 p 1 


[Text] The New Zealand Party in Kapiti is dominated by self-appointed National 
Party furlamentalists, a former member of the electorate committee, Mr Don 


Briggs. «aid today. 


Mr Briggs, a former Social Credit candidate for Kapiti, said he has no reason 
to believe the New Zealand Party is very different in other parts of the 
country. 


He has quit the party he joined soon after its formation last year, and plans 
to go back to Social Credit. 


The engineer said he had become disenchanted with the New Zealand Party. He 
joined it believing it would offer new avenues to effect reforms, and would 
accommodate all branches of thinking. 


"But I now know that largely at local level--at mid-structure--it is manned 
by ex-National Party diehards, who really are a faction of the existing Na- 
tional Party. 


"They are not looking for any new (economic) ideas. They are National funda- 
mentalists.” 


One Kapiti member owns 145 properties in Wellington. "His attitudes are so 
crystallised that when he talked to me, he thought I must also own 145 prop- 
erties. He will not and cannot allow for other people to be different." 


Mr Briggs said he had been asked to put his name forward for the New Zealand 
Party nomination to stand in Kapiti, but he had refused. 


I declined because policy was not sufficient. You don't ,et up there with 
just a policy of hating Muldoon.” 


In an attempt to get the party to address unemployment he said he put a remit 
forward to the inaugural conference. But when he saw the remit papers just 
before the conference began the whole point of the remit has been altered by 
changing the word "employment" to “education.” 
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So instead he was forced to speak in the education debate, and had to try to 
turn the subject around to unemployment. 


Surprised 


Mr Briggs was surprised when he heard this week that the party was due to re- 
lease its economic policy, apparently without the wide consultation from with- 
in the party he expected. 


The New Zealand Party membership is mainly made up of previously non-politi- 
cally-aligned people, the party president, Mr Malcolm McDonald, said today. 


Mr McDonald said he is one such person, in replying to criticism of the party 
from Mr Briggs. The party was run democratically, and left candidate selec- 
tion to party members. 


As for giving members the chance to contribute to policy, people had been given 
the chance at the inaugural conference to join policy committees which were 
charged with working out party policy. 


Meetings had been held, and the economic policy had been worked out, carefully 
examined by the party council, and was due to be released on May 20. 
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ON JAPANESE LOAN, GOVERNMENT NELGECT 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 28 May 84 p 24 


[Text ] 


The Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (PCCI) 
said the Japanese com- 
modity loan of 35.202 
billion yen (US$156.5 
million) would “re- 
medy what appears to 
be lack of government 
appreciation of the ur- 
gent needs of domestic- 
oriented industries and 
consequent loss of 
potential for increased 
non-traditional manu- 
factured exports.” 

Speaking for the 
PCCI, chamber presi- 
dent Dante Santos said 
the extension of the 
Japanese commodity 
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loan was timely be- 
cause it would “greatly 
boost efforts at econo- 
mic recovery not only 
in terms of the con- 
tinued viability of in- 
dustries and continued 
employment but also 
in contributing to the 
capability to export for 
many industries ” 
Among the items en- 
visioned to be imported 
through the commodi- 
ty loan are steel pro- 
ducts for construction, 
spare parts for indust- 
rial machinery, synth- 
etic fibers for garment 
manufacturers, and 
chemical products for 
the production of medi- 
cine and pesticides. 
The $157 million 
loan, Santos said, is the 
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largest commodity 
loan ever given not 
only to the Philippines 
but also to any other 
developing country. 

With the extension 
of the Japanese com- 
modity loan, Santos ex- 
pressed the hope that 
industries with export 
potentials can now be 
provided with suffi- 
cient domestic market 
base to enable them to 
expand their export 
activities and thus 
assist in increasing ex- 
port receipts for the 
Philippines. 

The problem encoun- 
tered by industries 


with export potentials, 


according to the cham- » 


ber president, has been 
their reduced domestic 


PHILIPPINES 


sales (earnings source) 
during the last six 
months, thereby 
rendering export acti- 
vities a drain on the 
resources of the com- 
panies. 

The curtailment of 
the continuous supply 
of imported raw mate- 
rials and equipment 
maintenance parts suf- 
fered by Jocal indus- 
tries since the last 
quarter of the past 
year had greatly 
affected the perform- 
ance levels of a major- 
ity of Philippine indus- 
tries. 

Some companies 
have shut down opera- 
tions, thereby increas- 
ing unemployment 
levels. 











INVESTMENTS HIT FIVE YEAR LOW IN APRIL 





Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 30 May 84 p 1/7 


[Text } 


CSO: 


Initial paid-up capit- 
al investments of busi- 
ness enterprises in- 
corporated during 
April reached only 
?70.9 million, the 
lowest April figure 
ever recorded by the 
Securities and Ex- 
change Commission 
(SEC) during the last 
five years. 

Statistics gathered 
from the commission 


an average drop of 42 
per cent from that of 


the previous months of 


The commission, 
however, said the re- 


initial paid-up capital, 


March and February. 62 were partnerships 
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said the lead 
industry was the 
wholesale and retail 
trade sector, garnering 
the bulk of ?24.6 mil- 
lion initial invest- 
ments 
102 firms. The financ- 
ing, insurance, real 
estate and business 
services group, which 
used to lord it over all 
industries, ranked 
second only this month 
with 77 entities having 
initia) capital of ®20.5 
million. 











PHILIPPINES 


COCONUT EXPORT RECEIPTS RISE IN APRIL 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 30 May 84 p 8 


{Text} THE value of Philippine coconut exports last April reached $81.6 
million or 85.5 percent more than the $43.9 million receipts registered in 
April last year. 


According to the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA), the export receipts rose 
despite a drop in volume shipments, which totaled 112,500 metric tons or 17.9 
percent off last year's 137,000 MT. 


The April receipts pushed to $280.8-million the industry's four-month export 
earnings this year. In the same period in 1983, receipts totaled $177.3 
million. 


Volume exports during the January-April period suffered a 30.7-percent decline 
at 405,000 MT from 584,000 MT. 


APRIL's biggest earner was coconut oil (CNO), with receipts soaring to $68.1 
million from April 1983's $31.3 million in spite of a 17.2-percent reduction 
in volume from last year's 79,718 MT to 65,993 MT. 


Copra cake/meal export went down by 2.6 percent from 49,048 MT to 47,750 MT; 
desiccated coconut, dropped from 6,814 MT to 5,024 MT or 26.3 percent; coco- 
nut shell charcoal declined by 49.3 percent from 1,285 MT to 651 MT and acti- 
vated carbon was pared from 856 MT to 439 MT. 


In spite of reduced volumes, copra cake/meal registered a 1.9-percent increase 
in earnings from $5.9 million to $6 million; and desiccated coconut earnings 
went up by 22.4 percent from $5.7 million to $7 million. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MELBOURNE DAILY ON MARCOS INVOLVEMENT IN POLL MANIPULATION 


Melbourne THE AGE in English 18 May 84 p 13 


[Article by Michael Richardson in Manila: 


Manipulation?"] 


[Text } 


UTSIDE the Pasay city 
hail (here were two vigils. 


A crowd of 500 opposition sup- 
porters — massed like choristers 
at an evangelical crusade and 
clutching candies and anti-Govern- 
ment placards — were singing 
nationalist songs and demanding a 
fair counting of the vote. 

Guarding the main doors to the 
hall was a phaianx of paramilitary 
police with riot shields, helmets 
and truncheons. Several fire en- 
gines with high pressure hoses 
were on opposite sides of the 
crowd 

Inside. the board of canvassers 
was preparing to start tallying 
votes from polling centres in the 
district of Pasay, a Manila suburb 
made up mainly of poor and lower 
middie<class people. 

There is an urgent need of urban 
renewal and more basic services 
such as water and sewerage and 
that was what both leading elector- 
al contenders — Jose “Jolly” Beni- 
tez, Deputy Minister of Human 
Settlements, and Eduardo Calixto 
of the United Democratic Nation- 
alist Organization (UNIDO), the 
main opposition group challenging 
the ruling New Society Movement 
(KBL) — were promising 

it was about 10.30 pm on Mon- 
day — six-and-a-half hours after 
the official close of polling and 
three-and-a-half hours after the 
canvassing of votes was supposed 
to begin. 


I had come to Pasay with other 
foreign correspondents to check a 
report that Mayor Pablo Cuneta — 
who has run the municipality for 
all but four of the past 33 years — 
had entered one of the voting cen- 


independent poll watchers to 
leave 


When we arrived, Mr Jose Con- 
cepcion, chairman of the National 
Citizens’ Movement for Free Elec- 
tions (NAMFREL), was already 
there, trying to find out what had 
happened, to pacify an angry 
crowd outside, and to persuade the 
headquarters of Government-ap- 
pointed Commission on Elections 
(COMELEC) to send representa- 
tives to the scene. 

The teachers in charge of vote 
counting were obviously fright- 
ened. They said the mayor and his 
men, all with guns, had told them 
they had come to “inspect the 
ventilation”. 

One of the UNIDO poll watchers 
who left the centre with other op 
position and NAMFREL represen- 
tatives after being advised to do so 
by the local UNIDO chairman 
shortly after the mayor arrived, 
said the four men had stayed for 
about an hour. 

He said one of the bodyguards 
carried a box. “The teachers savj 
it contained sandwiches. But it 
could have been fake ballots. We 
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"How Involved Is Marcos in Poll 


don't really know what was 
inside.” 

The anterooms leading to Mayor 
Cuneta’s office in the city hall 
were littered with solidly built 
men, several of whom were 
armed. 

About 20 more male aides were 
in the office when we asked the 
mayor what had happened. He vig- 
orously denied that he had been 
accompanied by bodyguards. 

“I don't have bodyguards. My 
wife is my bodyguard,” he said, 
pointing to a large lady on the 
other side of the conference tabie. 

Her husband admitted he had 
gone to the voting centre earlier in 
the evening in defiance of an elec- 
tion law which prohibits mayors 
and local government officials 
from being within 50 metres of 
polling precincts on election day 
except to cast their ballots. 

He said that as mayor he had a 
duty to maintain law and order. 
But demonstrators toid us that the 
trouble had started only after the 
mayor and his “goons” entered the 
precinct. 

An interesting thing happéned 
during our interview with Mayor 
Cuneta. He received a phone call 
from President Marcos which he 
took sitting at the table in front of 
us. They spoke for nearly 15 
minutes in Tagalog. the Phil- 
ippines national! language, in what 
was obviously a discussion about 
the election. 








The phone call raises an intrigu- 
ing question. To what extent is Mr 
Marcos — who is 66 and has been 
in power for the past 18 years, 
eight a half of them under martial 
law which he declared in 1972 
Shortly before his second and sup 
posedly final term in office was to 
expire — orchestrating not just the 
KBL campaign but the election 
results? 

Mr Concepcion of NAMFREL — 
which is sponsored by reputable 
church and civic groups — be- 
lieves the fielding of several hun- 
dred thousand NAMFREL 
volunteers in polling centres dur- 
ing balloting and vote counting in 
most parts of the Philippines on 
Monday kept the number of fraud- 
ulent votes to no more than 20 per 
cent of the total. 

Many of the volunteers wore T- 
shirts bearing the NAMFREL 
slogan: “It is better to light a can- 
die than to curse the darkness.” 

NAMFREL is also trying to pro- 
vide a public check on the official 
system of tallying the votes once 
the returns leave the voting cen- 
tres by publishing computerised 
trends based on partial authenti- 
cated results sent from the polling 
precincts to its Manila headquar- 
ters by NAMFREL represen- 
tatives. 

But because NAMFREL was not 
able to put representatives in all 
84,688 voting centres where the 25 
million registered were entitled to 
cast their secret ballots, many of 
its results will remain incomplete. 

NAMFREL has tried, not always 
successfully, to put representa- 
tives in the 90 vote tallying centres 
across the country where boards 
of canvassers conduct the official 
count and proclaim the winner. 
But NAMFREL can only watch 
proceedings. It has no power to 
intervene. 

On each board of canvassers are 
three local officials and two politi- 
cal party representatives, one 
from the KBL, the other from the 
so-called dominant opposition par- 
ty in the area. The chairman is 
drawn from the Government ap 
pointed Commission on Elections. 
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Appeals against decisions by 
boards of canvassers are heard by 
the seven COMELEC commission- 
ers and in some circumstances can 
be referred to the Supreme Court 
for final judgment. This process 
can take months or even years. 

By Wednesday night, less than 
half a dozen winning candidates 
had been officially proclaimed 
and some Canvassing centres, such 
as Quezon City where six seats are 
at stake, did not have any public 
display boards to show the pro 
gress of the tally. 

Under the law, canvassing is 
supposed to be continuous from 7 
o'clock on Monday night until the 
winner can be proclaimed. But in 


parties allege partisans of the rul- 
ing party are using the delays, and 
their influence over the official 
electoral process, to alter election 
returns to reduce the opposition 
vote and increase the KBL tally, as 
happened in previous elections 
and plebiscites since Mr Marcos 
imposed martial law in 1972. 

The COMELEC chairman, Mr 
Vicente Santiago, told a Press con- 
ference on Wednesday night that it 
might not be until the middie of 
next week before fina) election re- 
sults were in. 

Explaining delays, he said there 
had been “difficulties encountered 
in transmitting the returns to the 
boards of canvassers in the differ- 
ent provinces, towns, cities and 
districts ... and there have been 
petitions questioning the results of 
the election count in various 
areas”. 

However, another source famil- 
iar with the working of COMELEC 
said he believed that large num- 
bers of surplus ballots and other 
election documents had been 
printed and would be used by KBL 
partisans in certain areas to falsify 
returns. 

The source said rigging would 
be done during the time that 
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elapsed between the transfer — 
Supposedly under neutral guard 
with Opposition as well as KBL 
watchers present — of returns 
from the polling centres and the 
canvassing of the votes. 

The opportunities for vote tam- 
pering certainly exist During a 
visit to the Quezon City board of 
Canvassers on Wednesday, | saw at 
least a dozen ballot boxes with 
only one or two locks instead of the 
three stipulated by law to prevent 
baliot substitution or stuffing The 
COMELEC registrar is supposed to 
hold one key, the KBL another and 
the dominant opposition party the 
third. 

I also saw 35 election returns in 
sealed envelopes each containing 
several hundred votes. They were 
in the office of the COMELEC reg- 
istrar. They should have been in 
the canvassing room 

President Marcos predicted on 
Tuesday night that his party would 
win 140 of the 183 seats, despite 
incomplete returns from NAM 
FREL showing opposition and in- 
dependent candidates leading in 
more than 90 seats. He argued that 
the strong showing of the opposi 
tion in Manila and some other cit- 
ies was proof thal the elections 
were free and honest. 

On Wednesday, he said ail forms 
of intimidation and other dilatory 
tactics either from the KBL or the 
opposition should be discouraged 
“Clean and orderly elections were 
held and nothing should be cone to 

mar and denigrate their integrity,” 


he said. 

The COMELEC also announced 
that it was investigating a number 
of complaints against both the op- 
position and the KUL, iicluding 
the alleged intrusion of Mayor 
Cuneta into a Pasay City voting 
centre. 

But UNIDO leaders seid these 
announcements were the Presi- 
dent's way of giossing over contro- 
versy while the election outcome 
was being manipulated to cut the 
opposition representation in Par. 
liament back to a more manage. 
able size. 
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DAILY CALLS FOR GOVERNMENT CONSIDERATION OF INSURGENCY CAUSES 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 29 May 84 p 6 


[Editorial: 


{Text ] 


it had found out the 
reasons behind the upris- 
ing and having deter- 


tly Mus- 
lim areas, but the prob- 
lem, in general, has been 
solved. This is borne out 
by the successful conduct 
of the elections in the 
areas in question. 

The sensible approach 
adopted in the MNLF in- 
surgency should be taken 
in relation to the com- 
munist insurgency, of 
which the leading edge is 
the New People’s Army. 
The specific reasons be- 
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"Finding Out the Reasons") 


hind this particular sub- 
versive effort should be 
determined by the politic- 
al leaders of all persua- 
sions. 

The prevailing view is 
the insurgency is prop- 
elled by the communist 
ideology. But assuming 
that is true, what are the 
ingredients of the ideolo- 
gy that have been found 
by the insurgent leaders 
to be — in this 
country . 


It should also be deter- 
mined what in the move- 
ment leads people to join 
it. Early this month, on 
Phili 
the ident said NPA 
manpower last year had 

up 25 per cent over 
that of 1982. The reasons 
behind the apparcntly 
successful recruitment 
should be determined and 


Air Force Day, . 


studied, for if more and 
more le should join 
the A the movement 
would undoubtedly gain 
influence. 

For the t, it 
would not do to gloss over 
the real reasons behind 


the insurgency, and for 


is the continuing loss of 
lives in the countryside, 
the many people in the 
rural areas who are 
caught in the crossfire, 
and the waste of resources 
that would otherwise be 
expended for constructive 


Time and again, it 
should be remembered 
that insurgency is most of 
all a question of the mind. 











PHILIPPINES 


SIN ON ABOLITION OF AMENDMENT SIX, CHURCH-STATE ROLE 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 30 May 84 pp l, 6 


[Text] JAIME CARDINAL SIN said yesterday the election of a large number of 
opposition candidates to the Batasang Pambansa should pave the way for “honest 
and thorough" discussions of legislative issues. 


One such discussion, he said, should be on the abolition of the decree-making 
powers of the President. 


"I don't believe Amendment No. 6 should continue," he told a forum hosted by 
the Philippine Ambassadors Association at the Manila Hilton. 


SIN ADDED he expects to listen to discussions and debates in the Batasan by 
assemblymen who are “not childish and who know how to discuss and further their 
ideas." 


He also called for a “review of responsibilities by priests and the laity.” 
"We often hear of laymen doing apostolate work and clergymen doing civil and 
social work," Sin said. While these jobs could ideall, be done by both 


groups, they, however, should not lose track of their priorities, he added. 


THE CARDINAL likened the relationship of the Church and the State to the two 
tracks of railroad. 


"These tracks, if they are to be useful at all, must maintain their distance 
from each other. If you put them far apart--or if you place them too close-- 
the train will be derailed," he said. 


He said that the ultimate aim of Church-State relations should be the develop- 
ment of people who will be good citizens of their country now, and “citizens of 
God's kingdom, in the hereafter." 


The merging of these two facets, as Catholics and as concerned citizens, produce 
people "with leadership motivations and strong spiritual complexions,” he said. 
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PHILIPPINES 


BIGORNIA ON CHOICE OF UNIDO ‘WELFARE STATE’ OR KBL ‘FREE ENTERPRISE’ 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 31 May 84 p 6 
[Commentary by Jesus Bigornia] 


[Text] AT last, the opposition has given the nation a vague outline of its 
program of administration should it come to power. Challenged by President 
Marcos to present a tangible program of government, the United Nationalist 
Democratic Organization, through its chairman former Senator Salvador Laurel, 
came out four-square for the establishment here of a welfare state. “Free 
Enterprise," the hallmark of the Marcos regime, has long died out in the 19th 
century,” Laurei claims. He urges government-regulated private enterprises 
"to promote the general welfare." 


Free enterprise accounts for the economic, social and political mismanagement 
of the country, Laurel alleges. The system “has impoverished the masses, 
strengthened and enriched the new oligarchy of presidential cronies and rela- 
tives and subjected the country to irreparable international embarrassment," 
he adds. To the national leadership's charges that the welfare state is brib- 
ing the people to support the leadership, the UNIDO chairman retorts that it 
is merely “establishing the fundamental means through which the people may 
maintain their dignity and uphold their basic rights.” 


The administration's almost predictable retort would be to point out that only 
under the system of free enterprise has the country attained unmatched economic 
progress which has provided the means with which government has underwritten 
broader and higher quality public services such as health service delivery, edu- 
cation and others. Government regulation could stifle development. The Filipino 
is not sophisticated enough to grasp the meaning of, and participate in, the op- 
position-suggested welfare state. 


In a manner of speaking, the issues are laid out plainly. Between now and the 
next presidential election in 1987, there is ample time for debate and for the 
people to make their choice. Should the nation's voters remain convinced that 
the Marcos Way is the road to progress and stability, they should vote for him 
for President or the choice of his Kilusang Bagong Lipunan party should he 
elect not to stand for election again. If, on the other hand, the voters be- 
lieve free enterprise is passe and that a welfare state is to be preferred, 
they should then support the candidate of the UNIDO with their ballots. The 
important thing is that the nation is afforded an opportunity to choose on a 
plane of issues--the essence of the true participatory democracy. 
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PHILIPPINES 


NAMFREL PLANS TO INSTITUTIONALIZE CITIZEN ACTION 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 31 May 84 p 13 


[Text } 
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THAILAND 


DEPUTY MINISTER SEES BUDDHISM IN DECLINE 
Bangkok CHAT ATHIPATAI in Thai 8 Apr 84 pp 48, 49 
{Article: "The State of Buddhism in Thailand”] 


[Text] Mc Samphan Thongsamaka, the deputy minister of education, went to give 
a talk to a nationwide meeting of the Regional Supreme bonzes and deputies at 
the Wot Samphraya Temple, Bangkok. 


Mr Samphan described the state of Buddhism in Thailand. There were six areas 
of concern summarized as follows: 


l. The people do not like to listen to sermons. They think of them as tire- 
some. 


2. The temples have greatly reduced the services they offer the people or 
villagers. Some temples just provide cremation. This creates an increasing 
alienation between the temple and the people. 


3. There are few priests who really study the Buddhist teaching . Those who 
have become priests to maintain tradition usually do not Study the Buddhist 
teachings. Especially in the countryside they usually lack knowledge of these 
teachings and behave in ways unbecoming a priest. 


4. At present there are more than 200,000 priests throughout the country but 
there are very few priests with a knowledge of the Buddhist teachings ond so 
little religious teaching is done. The priests with a knowledge of the teachings 
are uSually in developed areas or in the cities. They do not go out to the 
cour.tryside. 


5. Many priests resort to superstition: fortune telling, spell casting and 
gambling. Thus they infatuate the people with practices which are not Buddhist. 


6. Many priests are involved in inappropriate practices. For example, they 
engage in false advertising or in doing things without proper authority. 


58 











The state of Buddhism in Thailand as described by Deputy Minister Samphan 
Thongsamak to the above-meneioned audience is very close to the truth. Thi: 
@ Situation which causes concern about the future of Buddhism in Thailand. 


Some people might contradict this and say that Buddhism in Thailand has reach 

& glorious period. They observe that Thailand is the center of the Buddhist 
Organization of the world and that there are more than 200,000 priests throughout 
the country and more than 200,000 temples. There are also many monastarics 
throughout the country. Many beautiful chapels, temples, and Buddhist schools 
are being rebuilt throughout the country. Countless large Buddha images ani 
Buddha images used in worship are being created. There are many famous teachers 
of Buddhism. All this shows Buddhism is flourishing. 


But all this is just the outer shell of the religion which is misleading. 


The essence of Buddhism is the Three Gems. They are Buddha, His Teachinos, and 
His Disciples, and they are in decline juse as Deputy Minister Samphan 
Thongsamak said at the meeting. 


Actually when speaking of the state of Buddhism in Thailand, it could be in on 
of three states depending on the nature of the locality or terrain. There ar: 
the cities or developed areas where the population has a good education, the 
countryside where society is generally agricultural, and the poor localities 
lacking development. 


In the countryside and in localities lacking development the state of Buddhicr 
has not changed much, and there are no serious problems. The clear and seriou: 
problems appear in the cities. 


The people have begun to turn their backs on Buddhism more and more. There i: 
more doubt about religion. Faith in religion is weakening, and belief in Buddhist 
teachings is diminishing. This is because those who are passing the religion 
along are not changing with the society and in addition have become lax about 
Buddhist teachings and asceticism. 


The leaders or priests have become “persons performing rites” and not propagator: 
of Buddhist teachings. 





This is because those administering Thai Buddhism have not progressed with 
society. The Sangkha, the chief administrator of the Thai Church and supervico: 
of Buddhist institutions, has been very silent. The Buddhist organization 
cannot change on its own in bringing faith to the young people. 


The administration of Thai Buddhism is weak and so the priests are lax about 
Buddhist teachings. Not a few resort to superstition, causing some groups of 
Buddhists to lose faith. They are turning their backs on Buddhism of their owr 
accord. This has caused disagreement among groups of priests and is widely 
Giscussed. It has reached the point where some groups of priests have announced 
that they are not affiliated with the administration of the Sangkha. 
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In summary, the state of Buddhism in Thailand is worsening because the people 
serving the religion and its followers have not changed with the rest of the 
world, which has changed rapidly. Other religions are different--those serving 
the religion (the priests) and the followers are always inspired. 


Some groups of Buddhists have been inspirnd by the reforms of some Christian 
sects which were copied from the Buddhist culture (as described in the last 
issue). These Buddhists have a resistance movement involving “confrontation” 
which is a wrong tactic. 


The correct tactic and one which is true to the Buddhist way would be to restore 
the state of Buddhism. 


This could be done by reforming the administration of the Buddhist Church, by 
modernizing its structure and methods, and by bringing the priests into modern 
society and improving the methods of bringing Buddhist teaching to the people 
with modern science and psychology. 








THAILAND 


‘YOUNG TURK’ 1981 COUP LEADERS NEW STATUS NOTED 
Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 12 Apr 84 pp 16-17 
[Article: “Where Have They Been For 3 Years”] 


(Text) Since the last Thai coup on April 1, 1981 3 years have past. The group 
behind the coup, the “Young Turks,” had the most power in the army 3 years 

ago. Now they have split up and moved on as circumstances dictated. Some are 
still actively seekingto return to their old positions even though these hopes 
fade more and more every day. But they still hope fervently even though if 
they return to the armed forces they will not get a position commanding troops, 
in the high command at headquarters, or in the Ministry of Defense. Still it 
would be a better opportunity than being an unassigned officer without a 
salary. 


Although “some people” are trying to return to serve the armed forces again, 
some Young Turks who have given up hope for some time are doing other things. 
They have known since the day the coup failed and have taken other careers 
outside the military. There are plenty of good, high-paying jobs. 


On the third anniversary of the Mesa Hawai Coup on 1 April, well placed sources 
told LAK THAI that even though the coup is long past, nevertheless those who 
opposed it have given orders for a close watch to be kept so that there will 

be no activities or meetings. Only Police Captain Chaloem is serving. He 

has become an assemblyman in Bangkok and deputy secretary to the prime 
minister. He was the only one who called all his friends who were still in 
Bangkok to wish them well. 


As for those Young Turks who changed their profession and made good, first 
there is Col Prachak Sawangchit, who is in the rice trade and set up the 
"Sawangchit Company” which makes millions of baht a year. It is thought that 
he will be in the rice business for many yeats because, sources say, Colonel 
Prachak has many rice mills now in addition to being a rice merchant. 


In addition to Colonel Prachak there is Col Manun Rupkhachon who with Col 
Chanburana Phentrakun is studying for a degree in agriculture in another country. 
Col Manun returns to Thailand occasionally but Col Chanburana is apparently 

the only Young Turk who has remained silent and not returned for a visit. 











Even when Pol Gen Prasoet Ruchiruang, his father-in-law, died, he did not come 
to the funeral. Sources have told LAK THAI that he merely called long distance 
to express his condolences to his wife “Rucha” and say that he would not come 
to the funeral of his “father-in-law” because he had to finish his masters 
degree before he could return to Thailand. 


As for the other Young Turks who are still in Thailand, there is Col Prap 
Chotiksathian who is now on the “board” of Tawanok Finance, a credit company 

in the Siam Withaya Group of “Sura Chantharasiwala.” It was the last one 

left. [as published] Col Prab‘s affiliation with the finance company was accon- 
plished with the leadership of Rungruang Chantharaphasa, who recently used 
capital from Tawanok to establish the newspaper THAILAND TIME which has now 
been changed to SETTHAKIT KANMUANG. 


Now we come to Col Bhuphong Mathawaphan, a former officer close to Gen Prem 
Tinsulanonda, who got a job at a rest home efter “buatlangsuai” [becoming a 
priest as repentance]. Now sources say that “he has a steady job since the 
end of last year at the Saha Union Group under N. Lek Mahanon. He started work 
at the Saha Union Company as director of security. He has a high salary and 

iS assigned a car. 


Col Sakhon Kichawiriya, a former commander S.H. [expansion unknown], is another 
who went into business for himself. He opened a cocktail lounge on the lane 
behind his garden. There is news that Sakhon's partner, Sia, a diamond merchant 
with whom he was in love, provided almost all the investment. 


Another Young Turk who is doing well and will soon be very wealthy is Lt Col 
Bunyang Bucha, the right hand man of Col Prachak Sawangchit. He started out 

at the bottom but made good as a rice merchant as his boss had. Later, someone 
in fuel oil or a fuel oil merchant asked him to join his business. Later 
Lieutenant Colonel Bunyang had his wife named “Sukhchai” open a beauty parlor 

in Senaniwet village. The shop was called “Chup” and it apparently was crowded 
with customers. There is news that when Lieutenant Colonel Bunyang worked 

with the fuel oil merchant he also studied “auto repair” on his own. Now he 

has sufficient skill that he is looking for a location in Bangkok and is planning 
to open the largest cepair shop in Thailand. 


For this anniversary, LAK THAI has picked up news to report on the 3 years 
following the Young Turk’s coup. It is just “a part” of those who still have 
respect and are active in society sothat they can earn a living for their 
families. There is another part who cannot be traced because the Young Turk's 
friends do not know where they are. Nevertheless, everyone agrees that the one 
who is happiest now is Col Pridi Ramsutara. He has gone where he will never 
come back. 
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THAI LAND 


ARTICLE NOTES THAI-DK COMBAT COOPERATION 
Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 12 Apr 84 pp 11-16 
[Article: “‘Hammer and Anvil’ Tactics"] 


[Excerpt] When the fighting stopped in the west at Mae Tan, Tak Province which 
was caused by Burmese soldiers crossing the Moei River, there was a problem 
when about 300 Vietnamese soldiers crossed the Houai Phrik stream on the Thai- 
Kampuchean border at Phnom Dona Rek mountain. They came by the Phraphalai 

Pass and captured a hill which the soldiers call Hill 642. It is named for 

its height above sea level listed on the maps--642 feet. This high ground 
overlooks the area of the Phraphalai Pass in Khunhan District, Sisaket Province. 
About 15,000 Khmer of Mr Son San's croup had rushed into Thailand before this, 
and afterwards another 10,000 came. Vietnamese soldiers of the 34th Regiment 
advanced and took hill 742 as mentioned, and the latest report this morning, 3 
April, is that the Vietnamese are holding the southern half of the hill and 
Thai soldiers of the Suranari Units attacked from the north and are holding the 
other half. Another force of Vietnamese assembled at Khao Phrawihan mountain, 
and one group from this force headed for the Phroi Pass in the east to attack 
the Thai rear from that direction. 


"We are not intervening but we are protecting our territory 100 percent,” Maj 
Gen Manun Phonwiang, chief of staff of the Second Military Region, told LAK 
THAI. This area is ours. The Vietnamese invaded, and it did not matter where 
the Khmer Seri or the Sihanoukists were fieeing. It is their privilege to 
chase the Khmer refugees. Vietnamese T-54 tanks chased and fired ur to the 
border. We did not put guns in Kampuchea. We had to fire back. Airplanes 
from Ubon and Korat dropped bombs. Artillery fired repeatedly...On the first 
day we moved into set up defenses just in time. And the next day we went on 
the offense. But we will advance only to our border. What the Khmer Rouge do 
in Kompuchea is their internal affair. We will just drive them out. 


"For one thing you can believe in our surveillance capabilities beca se the 
radar we are uSing at Ubon is radar which the United States used during the 
Vietnam War. When the United States pulled out, we got the radar to use. It 
is very modern and is able to pick up movement in Saigon and Danang very well." 
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The goal of the Suranari unit, whose commander is Maj Gen Itsaraphonag Nunphakdi, 
is to attack and capture Hill 642 in order to control the high ground completely. 
When the Vietnamese have been driven off, an artillery base will be set up 
there immediately. Transportation for the artillery to the hill has been 
arranged. When the big helicopters called "Chinooks” from the Ninth Wing 
(joint) of the Army Air Center receive orders to fly to headquarters of the Pis 
Pisat Company No 113 near the Phraphalai Pass, the "“Chinooks will lift the 
105mm howitzers and place them on the hill with ease; in an hour we can set up 
an artillery company,” a source said. 


As for the Khmer Rouge which are the front line force of the CGDK or Demo- 
Cratic Kampuchea, they are now poritioning their forces along the border at 
Houai Phrik stream. The Khmer Rouge force consists of two regiments. The 
tactics are like a “hammer and anvil." The Khmer Rouge arrange their forces to 
block. The Thai force attack like a hammer at the strategic heights so that 
the 200 Vietnamese who remain will withdraw and run into the anvil. When they 
reenter Kampuchea, it is a matter between the Khmer Rouge and the Vietnamese. 


This may be one reason that the Vietnamese soldiers have not withdrawn even 
though they have been hit hard repeatedly: they know they have been surrounded. 
It is as if the ground they captured has become a "killing ground.” 
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THAILAND 


POSSIBLE INCORPORATION OF IRREGULARS INTO RTA DISCUSSED 
Bangkok ATHIT KHLET LAP in Thai 21-27 Apr 84 pp 19, 20 
{[Article: “When the Thahan Phran Irregulars Become the Sixth Army Region") 


[Text] In the Thai military organization we have a total of 17 divisions in 
regular military service which comprise one army and 4 regional military 
commands. As concerns the organization of the regional military commands, 

last year the Army established a Special Warfare Command (SWC) which is at the 
same level as the regional military commands. And if we accept that the SWC is 
the Sth Army Region then it will not be long before we see the 6th Army Region. 
It appears that the 6th Army Region will be very importart; it will be respon- 
sible for terrorist suppression within the country and will be the only force 
policing the border. 


The Thahan Phrah Irregular Volunteers 


The Thahan Phran Irregular Volunteer Project (TPI) started in 1974. The 
terrorist situation and the communist victory in Kampuchea were the reasons for 
it. The change of government in Kampuchea in 1975 strengthened the Communist 
Party of Thailand greatly. The Army believed that terrorism in Thailand was 
definitely supported by the Communist Party of Kampuchea. This caused the 
terrorist problem on the Thai-Kampuchean border to expand greatly until their 
forces opposing the government had started operating in battalion sized units. 


In addition by mid-1978 the Army itself badly lacked the forces to suppress the 
communist terrorists because they had to pull some of their units out of the 
countryside in order to prepare to defend the country next to Kampuchea. The 
Situation was not promising. The army saw that it needed paramilitary forces 
in special volunteer units so it set up the unconventional warfare project on 
the Thai-Kampuchean border. This was proposed to Supreme Command Headquarters 
and to a meeting of commanders of the [three] services on 15 June. Permission 
was given with the following conditions: 


l. Permission was given for special teams of Thahan Phrar Irregulars to 
operate on the Thai/Kampuchean border. It was given the code name "Project 
513.” 


2. The initial authorization was for 48 regulars and 1008 volunteers. Secret 
government funds were to be used. 














3. It would be coordinated with the navy in navy areas. 


Later the minister of defense submitted the proposal to the prime minister in a 
Defense Ministry document on 7 July 1978. It was discussed in the Council of 
Ministers and permission was granted on 18 July 1978 according to the document 
of the Secretary to th Minister's Office iss ed on 24 July 1978. The force 
was organized to operate from Ubon to Trat. Project 513 was under the super- 
vision of Army Operations Center 315. In 1981 their name was changed from 
Thahan Phran Irregulars to Thahan Phran Volunteers. 


The Thahan Phran Volunteers Now 


Col Phramot Limsila, the head of the Division for Planning and Training for the 
Thahan Phran Volunteers, disclosed that the Thahan Phran Volunteer forces are 
divided into five major units as follows: 


l. The RTA Thahan Phran Volunteer Task Force or Control Group 513, which 
operates throughout the country, or what is called the Camp Pakthongchai Strike 
Force is organized into 5 regiments and 32 companies. 


2. The Ist Army Region Thahan Phran Volunteer Task Force consists of 5 regi- 
ments and 28 companies. 


3. The [2nd] Army Region Thahan Phran Volunteer Task Force consists of 1l 
regiments and 53 companies. 


4. The ‘rd Army Region Thahan Phran Volunteer Task Force consists of 11] regiments 
and 53 companies. 


There are a total of more than 14,000 volunteers. 
Headquarters of the Thahan Phran--The 6th Army Region 


ATHIT KHLET LAP learned from a report of a high army official that at the end of 
last year, high-ranking army officers held talks about the establishment of a 
Thahan Phran headquarters for the entire country with a chain of command just 
like the Special Warfare Command. This would mean that the Thahan Phran Command 
would be directly subordinate to the RTA with a lieutenant general as slotted 
commander. This would make the Thahan Phran Command equal to an Army Region. 
This means that the 6th Army Region already exists in the minds of high-ranking 
officers. 


In addition to establishing a Thahan Phran headquarters, the Army also discussed 
making the Thahan Phran Volunteers a regular force. 


Sources confirm that a factor which supported this idea was the Army announce- 
ment to officers that they could transfer to Thahan Phran Volunteer commands. 
And since the Army issued the regulations to be used in Thahan Phran Volunteer 
court cases, military lawyers could try the cases. This finally shows the 
efforts to pave the way to establish the 6th Army Region. 
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Especially significant is the change in the ranks of the commanders of the 

Thahan Phran units. There is a report that the Army has now ordered that the 
ranks of the commanders of the Thahan Phran Volunteer Regiments be raised; they 
formerly were lieutenant colonels and are to be raised to colonel. The commanders 
of Thahan Phran Volunteer Regiments throughout the country are waiting for these 
orders, and it is thought that Gen Athie Kamlangek will sign them in April. 


The necessity of establishing the Thahan Phran Headquarters followed from Army 
use Of present military personnel. The Army felt that: 


l. The Special Warfare Headquarters was assigned offensive duties. It could 
operate behind enemy lines; speaking frankly, these units were established by 
the Army to operate in other countries--they were to fight only outside this 
country. 


2. The conventional units have the assignment of defending the country. They 
had the duty of opposing enemy forces which had invaded Thai sovereignty but did 
not have the duty of suppressing terrorism within the country. 


3. The Thahan Phran had the duty of suppressing internal terrorism, policing 
the border, and fighting within the country only. 


From this line of thought ultimately came the idea to make the Thahan Phran 
task forces subordinate units. 


In any Case our sources have revealed that these plans still have some problems: 
notably the transformation of the Thahan Phran Volunteers into regular military 
units. The Army's budget is not yet ready, and in addition there is the 
problem with an item in the law which states that the Thahan Phran are just 
paramilitary volunteers. As for the plan to set up the Thahan Phran Head- 
quarters there are few problems. Considersng the change in rank for the com- 
manders of the Thahan Phran Volunteer Regiments, it is believed that the 

Thahan Phran units will have a commander who is a major general until the plan 
for the Thahan Phran Headquarters takes effect and then their commander will 

be a lieutenant general. 


Wh ther the Thahan Phran will remain volunteers or not and whether they will 
be made up of 37 regiments or 5 divisions in the regular military is still up 
in the air. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


SUGAR REFINERY BUILT WITH DANISH AID INAUGURATED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 7 Apr 84 p 1 


[Text] VNA--On 4 April, the Ministry of Food Industry held a solemn ceremony 
to inaugurate the La Nga sugar refinery which the Kingdom of Denmark helped 
our country build in Tan Phu District (Dong Nai Province). It is a modern 
sugar refinery which can process 2,000 tons of sugarcanes a day. 


Attending the ceremony were Vu Tuan, minister of food industry, and repre- 
sentatives of many centrally run agencies and of Dong Nai Province. Also 
present were [U.H. Larsen], charge d'affaires of the Kingdom of Denmark to 

our country, representatives of the Aid Development Agency of the Danish 
Government and the DDS Sugar Company as well as the foreign specialists working 
at the factory. 


After 4 years of construction, the Vietnamese construction force together 
with the Danish specialists have completed 38 principal engineering works and 
installed 6,000 tons of equipment. The Vietnamese cadres and workers and the 
Danish specialists are continuing to perfect the construction of the entire 
project which was approved in an agreement signed by the Vietnamese and 
Danish governments. 


On behalf of the Council of Ministers, Vu Tuan expressed sincere gratitude 
for the aid provided by the Danish government and people; he extolled the 
achievements of the centrally run construction units, of other units belong- 
ing to Dong Nai Province and of the specialists participating in the project 
construction; and assigned to Sugar Factories Federation 2 the task of manag- 
ing and operating the equipment and coordinating with Dong Nai Province to 
improve the raw materials producing region and to stabilize the factory's 
production. 


On behalf of the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark, [U.H. Larsen] voiced 
his pleasure in witnessing the positive results of the two countries’ 
cooperation. He said: This is the first project ever carried out by 
Denmark to contriubte to Vietnam's reconstruction; it is a landmark of 
economic cooperation between Vietnam and Denmark and paves the way for a 
lasting cooperation between our two countries. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


BRIEF 


PARTY RECRUITS--Through 2 months of carrying out the decision of the municipal 
CPV committee on expanding party membership -- the Nguyen Van Cu Party Member 
Class -- party installations throughout Ho Chi Minh City have thus far recruit- 
ed 1,150 new party members. In the industrial sector, owing to increasing the 
party members’ sense of responsibility toward expanding the party, the number of 
new party members accounts for almost one-third of the total number of new party 
members recruited. All organizations of party installations belonging to the 
public security party organization are expanding party membership. Many pre- 
cincts and districts are holding political training classes for those recruited. 
[Text/ {Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 26 Apr 84 p 2/ 6915 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


NHAN DAN REPORTS ON LAI CHAU ECONOMY 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 29 Feb 84 pp 3, 4 


{Article by Vu Cong Thao: "*Lai Chau at the Nation's Front Line,’ written to 
commemorate the fifth anniversary of the victory over the Chinese expansion- 
ists and hegemonists in the war of aggression"™] 


[Text] The soldiers and people of the six provinces 
near the northern border gloriously won the barbaric 
War of Aggression instigated by the reactionaries of 
Beijing in collusion with the American imperialists 

5 years ago. Today, this stretch of border land at 
the nation's front line, with appreciatively strength- 
ened power and might, is peacefully, vigilantly and 
courageously protecting every square inch of the na- 
tion's soil and building a new life. These days, the 
whole country looks toward the people and soldiers of 
this border region with fondness and love and is 
determined to help these six northern border provinces 
become stronger every day in every way. We shall, in 
turn, introduce the new features and successes of these 
six provinces 5 years after the victory. [NHAN DAN] 


LaiChau has 23 ethnic minorities living on the 5th largest stretch of land in 
the country. First the good news. Lai Chau, the northwesternmost area of the 
nation, where the arable land comprises only 10 percent of the total surface 
and yet for the past 3 years (1981-1983), has had an annual average growth 
rate of 10,000 tons for grain production. Lai Chau's individual grain quota 
is 378 kg higher than the national quota! In the last 15 years, the ethnic 
minorities in this region have no longer been plagued by famine. The whole 
province has been able to meet [local] grain demands, with some small surplus. 
The lives of the people, from the plains to the mountains, are more settled, 
in some areas even improved. This is a valuable achievement because Lai Chau, 
although not far from the provinces of the Red River delta, is not easy to 
reach because to make the intensive cultivation of the fields of Muong 

Thanh (Dien Bien), Binh Lu (Phong Tho), Tuan Giao yield an additional 4 quin- 
tals of paddy per hectare or to make the intensive cultivation of the slopes 
of the Muong Lay, Muong Te, Sin Ho, and the Tua Chua hills at the foot of the 
mountains vield another few tons of subsidiary food crops [is to] create new 
bases for the improvement of agriculture overall, for the conservation and 
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exploitation of the forest, so that soldier and civilian, hands firm on their 
rifles, can be ready to crush any dreams of invasion and any act of sabotage 
by the enemy to the north. 


Conscious of their advanced position at the front line of the nation, the 
party organization and the ethnic minorities of Lai Chau Province are united, 
single-mindedly determined in thought and action, to respect and successfully 
achieve the two strategic duties [set by] the party. The economic potential 
of Lai Chau stems from the spirit of collective ownership, the policy of 
self-sufficiency in efficiently working 18,000 hectares of fields, in plant- 
ing 75,000 hectares with subsidiary food crops in rotation with upland rice, 
in covering 1 million hectares of bare hills and mountains with green and in 
effectively employing 140,000 local laborers in order to harvest agricultural 
and forestry products quickly. A new feature is that the cultivation methods 
of the ethnic minorities have changed. To slowly progress from poor and 
primitive nomadic farming to settled farming and settled life, to change from 
extensive cultivation to intensive cultivation, to increase the number of 
crops, to widen the area of cultivation of wet rice, subsidiary food crops 
are part of the process of the people's struggle to assert their right to 

be masters of their own land. The wet fields of Dien Bien, Phong Tho, Tuan 
Giao, which total over 10,000 hectares, and almost 1,500 hectares of wet 

rice in the Muong Lay District have been and are entries in the production 
battle [which is moving] in the direction of intensive cultivation of multi- 
ple crops and high yield rice growing areas. Today, the Thai, Dao, Mong, 
Kinh, Lo Lo, Ha Nhi, Kho Mu people live next to one another in every village, 
every cooperative and wholeheartedly help each other out, sharing their 
experiences to build a new life. The good qualities, the strength of one 
minority complement those of another. They lean on each other to create a 
collective force and apply intensive cultivation techniques, technical ad- 
vances to production, creating a new production force on the very mountain 
slopes that have yielded sufficient food, not only to feed themselves but also 
to have a portion saved for the soldiers who wage war against the enemy 


Lai Chau has three strengths and is being delineated into five economic zones 
and provinces as well as eight districts and cities under one central leader- 
ship, with several concrete methods to exploit the [land], successfully. One 
matter that we noticed in every district, every village we visited, is that, 
nowadays, the cadres and local people recognize and mourn [the fact that] the 
forest had been slash-burned to create upland fields, that it had been worked 
and exploited indiscriminately, causing a tendency toward depletion in the 
Lai Chau woods. However, the soil in the hills and forests here is rich in 
humus, which helps to revitalize the forest quickly and vigorously. The 
vacant land and bare hills can be planted with appropriate short-term or 
long-term industrial crops for fast production. The exploitation of the 
forestry potential is realized by organizing ali three economic components to 
watch over and protect over 300,000 hectares of hardwood, bamboos and rare 
wood products; by nurturing and protecting the newly planted forests, water- 
shed forests and protected forests; by continuing to entrust the forest and 
the land to the cooperatives and the people to work--to exploit according to 
the combined techniques of agriculture and forestry. Many new elements have 
appeared in Lai Chau, as well as many progressive models in the fields of 











agriculture and forestry. Just in 1983, five of the eight districts and 
cities have surpassed the production goal of l0th-month rice by 5-12 percent; 
the cooperatives of Thanh Am, Sam Mun (Dien Bien), Lo Le, Lang Nua (Muong 
Lay) reaped from 40 to 50 tons of rice per hectare per season, the regions of 
Binh Lu (Phong Tho), Muong Banh (Tua Chua), Noong Heo (Sin Ho) also reached 
30-40 tons. Furthermore, there are new effective techniques that combine 
agriculture and forestry under the policy of “making fields into forests” or 
“transforming forests into fields," anc “refurbishing the forests." These 
techniques limit the area for upland rice, advanced intensive cultivation of 
wet rice, and for rapidly increasing the area of short-term and long-term 
industrial crops. 


The forest lend of Lai Chau planted with soybean and peanuts has quite a high 
yield. Today, the whole province has almost 3,000 hectares, it is possible 
to further increase the area of cultivation of these two crops and, during 
the 2 years 1984-1985, the province will begin the movement for “each family 
to sell 5 kg of soybean to the government" and “wherever people live, there 
will tung trees be planted.” Lai Chau has a development policy, with 1,600 
hectares of tung trees already in place, the people are encouraged to plant 
industrial crops. The tung tree will be one of the crucial plants used in 
the effort to cover the bare hills and mountains; and with 1,400 hectares of 
red shellac host plants, 852 hectares of tea planted in concentrated areas of 
specialized cultivation, the [amount of] forestry products for export will 
equal 3 to 4 times [that of] the past years. 


Being self-sufficient in food and being self-sufficient in clothing are two 
of the most salient points in the production effort and lives of the minori- 
ties of Lai Chau Province. There are no villages, and no localities here 
that do not cultivate cotton (1,602 hectares) and flax (547 hectares) to meet 
in part their own clothing needs. The Mong, Thai, and Dao people cultivate 
fiber trees, on the average producing 2 to 3 meters per person each year. An 
invaluable asset fof the area] is that the ethnic minorities of this region 
can cultivate many valuable medicinal plants and superior vegetable seeds 
that are collected and sold to the government. The comrades at Lai Chau 
estimated that, if the buying-collecting policy and the system of two-way 
trade were adjusted [to be more] reasonable and if the management were tighter, 
the government would have in its hand a fairly large source of agricultural 
and forestry products and the local people would become rich fairly quickly, 
even if the enemies were to try a thousand schemes for “border markets” they 
would not attain their goal. 


The people of the mountainous land of Lai Chau were traiged in the revolution- 
ary war and in the war against the enemy from the forthe to follow the 
path of socialism with all their heart. The state farms afm® state forests otf 
Muong Ang, Huo Lung (Tuan Giao), Tam Duong (Phong Tho), among the 19 farm 
units [of Lai Chau] have truly become shining "Red spots" lighting up the 
woods and hills of the Northwest, attracting many villages of ethnic families 
around the area to the production effort, transforming them into agricultural 
or forestry workers or both--cooperating economically [with the government, 


each side having] their own specialties, with benefits for both sides. Next 
to the mills operated by water, rows of hydro-electric power stations have 
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sprouted. Electricity is being used to light houses, to mill rice and to saw 
wood. The Mong have used whole packs of horses to transport their paddy from 
the slopes of Pu Nhung mountain to the village of Quai Nua (Tuan Giao), from 
1 distance of 7.8 km, for the rice to be milled because the price for milling 
is only 0.40 dong per kg and [their rice] was milled immediately any time 
they walked in. 


Lai Chau has 494 agricultural cooperatives. ‘icthough the work pattern is not 
yet settled and materials and technical equipment are not yet plentiful, these 
mountain peasants never think about asking permission to go into business for 
themselves. Last year, 243 cooperatives achieved their end-product contracts 
with their workers, [harvesting] over 9,000 hectares of wet rice, forming a 
new torce to push the production effort forward, and to appreciably consoli- 
date the socialist production relationships. The Thai cooperative members of 
Muong Mun (Tuan Giao) compare their cooperative to “not a square wheel any 
longer but a round wheel with ball bearings, that has been greased and is 
forzine ahead!” 


Lai Chau is ready to overcome any difficulty. The Chinese reactionaries con- 
stantly send reconnaissance units and commando raids into Lai Chau to stir up 
trouble, trying to connect with the bad elements here to harass us on several 
fronts. These districts, from the high districts to the low districts, 
especially the three districts that are right next to the border, are not 
merely building up their economy and society, they have quickly become strong 
fortresses, upholding our political security and border supremacy, with enough 
force to crush all the multifaceted sabotage efforts [launched] by the enemy. 
All the fighting villages in this region harmoniously combine economy with 
national defense, national defense with economy. The strategic plans have 
been perfected Each citizen is a soldier protecting his village, protecting 
a sacred piece of the fatherland’s Northwest. 


CSO: 4209/24) 





ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


NHAN DAN REPORTS ON BOND BUYING 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 26 Feb 84 p 1 


[Article: “As of 25 February the Whole Nation Signed Up To Buy Bonds, Totaling 
Over 920 Million Dong and Over 5,760 Tons of Paddy"] 


[Text] As of 25 February, people all over the country have signed up to buy 
government bonds [the value of which] totaled 920.8 million dong and 5,767 
tons of paddy, thereby depositing into the budget 542 million dong and almost 
790 tons of paddy. Ho Chi Minh City took in 70.1 million dong of the money 
paid for bonds (only 30 million by the end of January), each day netting an 
average of over 4 million. Hanoi netted 51 million, Phu Khanh 30 million, 
Nghia Binh, Hai Phong, Quang Ninh took in 28 million each, Nghe Tinh 27 mil- 
lion, Thanh Hea 22 million and the provinces of Thuan Hai, Ha Nam Ninh, Binh 
Tri Thien, Hoang Lien Son, Vinh Phu... from 10 to 20 million dong. Nehe Tinh 
is the locality where the most people signed up to buy bonds with paddy: 825 
tons. 


The first phase of the campaign to mobilize the people to buy bonds is almost 
at an end. Many people from all levels of society enthusiastically partici- 
pated in this movement and bought bonds with money, paddy, cattle, precious 
metals. However, the total sum collected still does not match the amount o/ 
money and paddy that the people have not used, especially those who possess 
a lot of money and paddy. Only 20 percent of all households in the rural 
sector, almost 70 percent of the small industry and handicrafts blocks, [and] 
only 40 percent of the commercial and trade sector have bought bonds. In 
several localities, bond selling has not yet been opened to the public, and 
certificates either arrived late or supplies were short. The mobilization 
committees, central and local, have discussed ways of continuing to push the 
movement to buy bonds, of organizing quick and efficient methods to collect 
payment, of efficiently managing the funds paid by the people for the bonds 
to industrialize the nation. 


~~ 


/? 





ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


NATIONWIDE PURCHASE OF GOVERNMENT BONDS REPORTED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Apr 84 p | 


[Text] By the end of March, people throughout the country enrolled for the 
purchase of national construction bonds amounting to 1.07 billion dong and 
7,460 tons of paddy (taking into consideration the fact that 20 provinces 
reported the results obtained only up to 20 February); of these amounts, 816 
million dong and 2,670 tons of paddy were raised from the sale of bonds and 
the collection of money and deposited in the state budget. [People in] Ho 
Chi Minh City bought over 115 million dong of bonds, Hanoi and Nghia Binh 
[Province] over 50 million feach), Nehe Tinh [Province! over 40 million dong 
and the provinces of Hai Hung, Ha Nam Ninh, Vinh Phu, Dong Nai and Dac Lac 
[each] 30 million dong and more. The various localities bought bonds not 
only with money and paddy but also with gold, cattle and many kinds of 
precious agricultural and forest products. In 40 provinces, cities and 
special zones directly subordinate to the central level, thousands of people 
used both money and paddy to buy high-denomination bonds. Ho Chi Minh City 
sold 216 50,000-dong, 676 10,000-dong and |,373 5,000-dong bonds as well as 
nearly 20,000 bonds of the 1,000-dong denomination. Nghia Binh Province sold 
15 50,000-dong, 106 10,000-dong, 432 5,9000-dong and 6,455 |,000-dong denomi- 
nation bonds. The person using the highest amount of money--500,000 dong--to 
buy bonds during the current stage is a worker in Ho Chi Minh City. Many 
precincts, districts, wards and villages have urged people to buy bonds and 


have fulfilled and even surpassed the expected norms such as Cam Pha City 
(Quane Ninh Province) with 103 percent, Krong Ana District (Dac Lac Province) 
with 10L percent and Phuoc Thang Ward in the Vung Tau-Con Dao Special Zone 


with 130 percent. 


The mobilization committees for the purchas« f bonds in all localities are 
r ting the sectors concerned ¢ jllect rapid! ind neatly the amounts of 

money, paddy and other commodities from ; pls ivine registered for the 

purchase of bonds during the current stag: » at the same time, to manag 


nd use in strict accordance with the pol! t smounts of money and goods 
the people and deposited in the 
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AGRICULTURE 


EDITORIAL DISCUSSES ECONOMY OF AGRICULTURAL COLLECTIVES, PEASANTRY 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Apr 84 pp l, 4 
[Editorial: "Strengthen Collective Economy and Take Care of Peasants’ Life"] 


[Text] Agricultural cooperatives and production collectives are socialist 
collective economic organizations. Continuously strenthening the socialist 
collective economy is contributing to the development of agricultural pro- 
duction, to the consolidation of the new production relaticnships and to the 
cooperative members’ increasing attachment to cooperatives. Toward this end, 
a fundamental condition is to enable cooperatives and production collectives 
to develop production and to derive more and more profit from their under- 
taking. If production is not developed and if cooperatives can derive no 
profit or only a small profit from their undertaking while having to contrib- 
ute more to the state and the indivisible fund, the amount of money and grain 
to be distributed to cooperative members will decrease and can no longer 
ensure the subsistence of the laborers and their families with the consequence 
that cooperative members will no longer feel any attachment to cooperatives. 
On the contrary, if the cooperative members’ benefit increases more rapidly 
than the production development rate, it will be impossible to increase the 
indivisible fund designed to expand reproduction and raise social welfare in 
collective economic units. 


Before the implementation of the new management mechanism in agriculture, 

the collective economy was, generally speaking, not yet really stable and 
strong and this was manifest in the sluggish production of the majority of 
cooperatives and in the high production cost. At that time, according to the 
old distribution method, the remainder of the cooperatives’ actual income was 
divided by the number of working days only after part of it has been allocated 
to various funds; consequently, the value of each working day and the income 
derived from the collective economy were not high so that cooperative members 
had to concentrate on working on the fields reserved for their families in 
order to increase their own income and earn their living. According to a 
report by the Statistics General Department, ever since the implementation of 
the new contracting system ani during the years with normal weather conditions, 
cooperatives have, generally speaking, set aside a sufficient amount of money 
and grain for various funds. The amount of grain reserved for cooperatives 
each year has been equivalent to about 20 to 22 percent of the output stipu- 
lated in the contracts and has sufficed to meet the need for seeds and 











livestock's feed and to keep a reserve for production insurance and social 
subsidies. Over the past few years, cooperatives and production collectives 
have netted a profit rate of about 20 percent of their actual income, which 
accounts for an increase in the amount of money allocated to the capital 
accumulation, public benefit, reserve and awards funds. 


Last year, the appropriations for the cooperatives’ funds tended to decrease 
due to production difficulties in certain regions, to the rapidly increasing 
obligations to be fulfilled to the country and to the stagnation of a fairly 
amount of products. Moreover, a number of cooperatives and production 
collectives used their capital and funds at their own convenience and made 
great expenditures for items unrelated to their own production economy; 
corruption and misuse occurred at many places and led to a deficit--serious 

is some areas--in the capital and funds of certain cooperatives and production 
collectives. While the prices of materials were rising rapidly, the amount to 
be accumulated each year for the cooperatives’ funds according to regulations 
was not enough to buy more production means to expand production. 


Guaranteeing the collective be:sfit within the harmonious relationships 
between the three economic benefits and strengthening the cooperatives’ and 
production collectives’ economy is an important task aimed at consolidating 
cooperatives and production collectives, enabling the collective economy's 
strength to grow continuously, contributing to a rapid and comprehensive 
expansion of agricultural production and, at the same time, ceaselessly 
increasing the cooperative members’ income on the basis of the collective 
economy. The basic guideline to be followed to strengthen the collective 
economy calls for the application of the intensive cultivation method, for 

an expansion of various trades and for a strict implementation of economic 
accounting with the objective of achieving a continuous increase in agricul- 
tural output and cash income and exerting an ever greater economic effect. 
The continuous increase in output, production value and business effectiveness 
must be used as a basis to carry out distribution according to the principle 
of harmonious combination of three benefits (those of the society, collective 
and laborer). In implementing the new contracting system, it is necessary 

to take into account the additional investments in production expenditures 
while rationally adjusting the contractual [production] rate; however, it is 
unadvisable to adjust and raise it unilaterally and disproportionately to 

the production conditions because such a method will limit the great motiva- 
tion felt by each laborer while executing the cooperative's production plan. 
Wherever difficulties are still experienced in the production situation and 
the peasants’ life, time is not yet ripe for raising the question of increas- 
ing the contractual rate because doing so will deprive the contractor of his 
peace of mind in carrying out production. 


Simultaneously with perfecting the product contract system, all localities-- 
especially those at the district level--must exercise control and help 
cooperatives and production collectives perform their economic and financial 
tasks and must quickly check and deal with cases of corruption and misuse of 
public funds. Putting the management of financial affairs into the right 
track, widening the undertaking scope, quickly rotating the capital, 
practicing thrift in making expenses, preventing the unilateral use of public 
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funds and solving the problem of product stagnation...are measures aimed at 
raising business effectiveness and strengthening the collective economy. 


Despite a decline in their agricultural production during the 10th-month 
season of last year, a number of localities have made tremendous efforts to 
fulfill their grain and food obligations and, at the same time, have been 
compelled to use a volume of seeds three times larger than usual to sow and 
transplant the winter-spring crop; for this reason, the indivisible fund of 
these cooperatives has dwindled away and the peasants’ life been faced with 
difficulties. The immediate task in these localities is to take care of the 
life of the cooperative members--especially families in straitened circun- 
stances--and simultaneously to help the contracting families intensify 
production during the winter-spring season and prepare for the 10th-month 
crop mainly by securing a sufficient quantity of good seeds according to the 
planned allocation of varieties. All sectors--especially electricity, water 
conservancy, agriculture and food--must concentrate efforts to aid regions 
and cooperatives faced with difficulties to achieve an outstanding success 
in the winter-spring production season. 


By keepin, in touch with the realities of the production situation and 
people's life, party committees at various echelons will be able to see 

clearly many new problems of management and policy arising from the course 
of life and requiring a quick solution necessary for the fulfillment of the 


socioeconomic targets set by the Party Congress. 


9332 
CSO: 4209/280 











AGRICULTURE 


GRAIN COLLECTION IN SOUTH VIETNAM INTENSIFIED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Apr 84 p 1 


[Text] As of 30 March, the provinces and cities in former Nam Bo have 
mobilized an amount of grain representing over 58 percent of the overall norm 
for both the 10th-month and winter-spring crops and including 32,000 tons of 
subsidiary food converted to paddy equivalent and have also collected agricul- 
tural tax fulfilling 60.2 percent of the plan norm and purchased more than 
300,000 tons according to two-way economic contracts. The Mekong River delta 
provinces have attained more than 57 percent of the norm for grain mobiliza- 
tion while Ho Chi Minh City and the eastern provinces have fulfilled more than 
58 percent of the plan norm for grain mobilization from both the 10th-month 
and winter-spring crops. 


Generally speaking, difficulties have been experienced in producing grain in 
the lOth-month season so that the output increase is negligible. However, 

the winter-spring crop has been abundant and has yielded 350,000 tons more 
than the 1983 counterpart. The per hectare output of the early crop has been 
40 quintals in Kien Giang Province, 38 quintals in Hau Giang Province and 34 
quintals in Long An Province. Compared with the corresponding period last 
year, an increase has been obtained in grain delivery to granaries and includes 
an increase of 40,000-odd tons in [agricultural] tax and an increase of 90,000 
tons in purchase according to two-way contracts. Minh Hai Province and Ho Chi 
Minh City have reached the highest rate of delivery to granaries--more than 84 
percent of the plan norm. The provinces of Ben Tre, Cuu Long, Hau Giang, Long 
An and Kien Giang have each fulfilled between 55 and 70.5 percent of the 
overall norm for grain collection from both the 1O0th-month and winter-spring 
crops. A low percentage has been obtained by some other provinces. 


The harvest of the winter-spring rice crop is now in full swing. Local party 
committees at all echelons are focusing on guiding the task of collecting 

tax and debts, quickly sending out goods and materials to rural areas and 
selling them to peasants in order to purchase grain to fulfill and even 
surpass the assigned norm. 


9332 . 
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HEAVY INDUSTRY AND CONSTRUCTION 


PRODUCTION OF CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS INTENSIFIED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Apr 84 p 2 


(Article by Xuan Cuong: "Produce Large Quantities of Fertilizer for 
Production: | 

(Text] In 1983, the fertilizer producing sector (Chemicals General Department) 
overfulfilled the plan norms for the production of superphosphate, roasted 
phosphate tertilizer and ground phosphate and supplied peasants with more than 
210,000 tons of processed phosphate fertilizer--an excess of 11.2 percent over 
the yearly plan norm and an increase of 11.2 percent over 1982; this amount 
included 23,000 tons of roasted phosphate fertilizer, up 4.9 percent over the 
plan norm, and 15,000 tons of ground phosphate, a threefold increase over 1982; 
great progress was made in ore mining resulting in the production of 200,000 
tons of apatite ore showing an increase of 47 percent as compared with 1982 

and in an output of 10,500 tons of (sifted and washed) pyrite representing an 
excess of 5 percent over the yearly plan norm. The production of nitrate 
fertilizer reached 20,500 tons--an excess of 2.5 percent over the plan norm 
and an increase of 86.3 percent over 1982. The above-mentioned results were 
obtained thanks to the great efforts made to overcome difficulties with 
supplies, raw materials and energy but the said quantitative figures were still 
too low in comparison with the requirements of agricultural production. 


In 1984, the state has entrusted the [fertilizer] sector with the production 
of more than 400,000 tons of processed phosphate fertilizers of various kinds 
representing nearly a twofold increase over 1983 and including 363,000 tons 
to be produced by centrally run state enterprises and 40,000 tons to be pro- 
duced by various localities; the sector will also have to mine for 310,000 
tons of apatite ore including 210,000 tons of class-1 ore and 100,000 tons 

of class-2 ore, and also to produce 30,000 tons of urea nitrate tertilizer. 


To fulfill a much more demanding task than last year, the Chemicals Genera! 
Department has been concentrating efforts to guide the exploitation of raw 
materials which it considers to be a decisive factor. The Lao Cai apatit« 
mine has agreed to mine for 310,000 tons of ores of various kinds-<-a |.5-told 
increase over last year; in the first quarter of this year, the mine has tried 
to put two 4.6-cubic meter capacity power shovels into operation and has, at 
the same time, asked for a quick supply of more drilling and pressurized gas 


equipment and trucks and for a rapid repair of large-sized trucks. In 











conjunction with the Cam Pha Machine Works and thanks to a certain amount o! 
spare parts given by the Haiphong Automobile Factory, the |Lao Cai apatit« 
mine has completed the installation of three large-sized (6000-kKVA) generators 
to provide enough electiricty tor the continuous operation of tive power 
shovels. Beside ensuring enough apatite ore, the Chemicals General Depart- 
ment has concentrated on meeting the need for a large volume of pyrite. Due 
attention has been paid to organizing the transportation of raw materials to 
processing installations. Apart from the existing capacities and newly 
acquired means [of the chemicals sector], the railroad sector has reserved 
for the chemical sector 40 cars each day to carry raw materials to the Lam 
Thao superphosphate factory to enable it to produce 270,000 tons of phosphate 
fertilizer according to plan. 





Of the [planned] 100,000 tons of roasted phosphate fertilizer, the Van Dien 
phosphate factory will produce 70,000 tons, a more than threefold increase 
over 1983. In addition to 31,000 tons of Vang Danh lump coal and the exist- 
ing quantity of coke, during the first quarter the factory has formed an 
economic alliance with many provinces to obtain 5,000 more tons of coke; the 
serpentine mine has been supplied with more mining equipment and transport 
means in order to increase its production capacity. The Van Dien phosphate 
factory has given technical assistance to the Thanh Ba phosphate factory and 
has closely coordinated with the Ham Rong and Ha Bac phosphate factories to 


enable them to produce roasted phosphate fertilizer and 
30,000 tons this year. 


‘ 


ichieve an output of 


The successful research into the industrial method of producing roasted 
phosphate fertilizer from the Vang Danh lump coal in replacement of the cok« 
imported from foreign countries and into the use of the class-2 ore instead 
of the class-1 one is opening up new production prospects tor the Van Dien 
phosphate fertilizer factory. Though encountering numerous difficulties, the 
Ha Bac nitrate fertilizer factory has effected good changes in organizing and 
managing production and business, repairing and improving equipment and 
gradually increasing production capacity. Compared with the average tigures 
for the 3 previous years, the fertilizer output of the factory last year 
11983] showed a twofold increase and this year the factory has accepted a plan 
norm which is double that for 1983. The factory has organized the reception 
and a better management of a sufficient supply of coal, oil, materials and 
spare parts and has been concentrating on guiding the task of repairing, 
machining and manufacturing spare parts to ensure sate and continous opera- 
tion of equipment; it has also properly managed the labor force and sought 
measures to reduce difficulties in the cadres’ and workers" livelihood. 


The entire fertilizer producing sector is launching an emulation movement to 
produce much more fertilizer to serve agricu:ture. 


9332 
CSO: 4209/2850 








HEAVY INDUSTRY AND CONSTRUCTION 


ILLEGAL USE OF ELECTRICITY BY PRIVATE CITIZENS DISCLOSED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Apr 84 p 2 


[Article by Dang Cam: “Illegal Use of Electricity in Hai Ba Trung Precinct, 
Hanoi” | 


[Text] On 2 March 1984, NHAN DAN published the opinion of a reader who 
discovered the deliberately and shockingly wasteful use of electricity by 


‘ 


house No 26, Dong Nhan Lane, Dong Mac Ward, Hai Ba Trung Precinct. 

After reading the above-mentioned "Reader's Letter” column, the Dong Mac Ward 
People’s Committee together with the public security post and electricity 
branch office conducted on-the-spot investigations and found out that a worker 
in the electricity sector had on his own installed a second wire leading t: 
his house without going through the electricity meter and apart from the line 
shared with other households. Many readers had also sent letters to the party 
newspaper to report many similar cases of illegal use of electricity. Acting 
on the information given in the readers’ letters, a NHAN DAN reporter paid a 
visit to the electvicity branch office in Hai Ba Trung Precinct and learned 
that it was estimated that nearly 3,000 out of a total of 16,000 power- 
supplied households in the precinct were using electricity illegally. During 
its sudden inspection tours, the electricity sector removed thousands of 
devices used to steal electricity. The number of households using electricity 
illegally did diminish each time fines were imposed but the situation was 
found unchanged soon afterward. 


Strolling through the Tam and Duoi Ca Streets, we saw numerous tangles of blus 

and red wires of all sizes hooked onto the power line network. Each tim 

cadres came to this area for inspection, people quickly informed one another 

of their arrival and the ensuing agitated scene was played by people hurriedly 

climbing on the roofs and tree branches to remove the incriminating devices i: 

order to destroy the evidence. In their huury to disconnect electric wires, 
electric shock, fell from the roofs to the ground and had 

to be carried away for emergency aid. In the Mai Dong collective housing 

area, in houses No C33-34 (belonging to the Hanoi textile factory) and C35-36 

(belonging to the Industrial Construction Institute) as well as in cell No 9 


~~ 


some people got an 


in Mai Dong Ward and so forth, hundreds of households hooked wires direct! 
‘ , ' ae | : * . , . 
nto the main power line. In house No XZ in the Truong Dinh area, electrici 
: ,* * : ” , ; . . ° 7. 
meters had not yet been installed in 4U househoids who paid a gsonthl, 
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demand. But management was too slack and the responsibility system was so 
vague that the above-mentioned negative practices occurred again and again 
without being limited and prevented. Had cases of electricity theft been 
curbed down and an initiative taken to regulate distribution more scientif- 
ically, the electricity branch would have been able to supply this type of 
energy to many collective housing areas not yet equipped with electric power 
and to better concentrate this energy on many factories in the precinct to 
help them carry out production. In this respect, where and how far did the 
responsibility of the administration at the ward and precinct levels lie? 

How could the public security sector, party chapter, Youth and Women's Unions 
and all the people in the ward and precinct remain indifferent to wrongdoings 
of such a serious nature or why did they not further develop their sense of 
collective ownership in a situation involving their own life? 


However, the situation has not been the same in other wards in the Hai Ba 
Trung Precinct. Tuong Mai Ward has always maintained discipline and tightly 
controlled the cutoff and opening of the electric current at the exact hours 
according to the schedule. The habit of wiretapping the electricity network 
can hardly be seen in this district, which proves that wherever people know 
how to organize and manage and wherever everyone acts as a collective owner, 
social life there will greatly improve. 


9332 
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


DOCTORS’ FEES TERMED TOO LOW 
Hanoi PHU NU VIETNAM in Vienamese 11-20 Mar 84 p 3 
("Letters to the Editor" column: ‘Doctors’ Fees Are Too Low"] 


[Text] [Letter from Nguyen van Yen] Recently, one of my relatives was 
admitted to the hospital for treatment. Because the case was serious and 
necessitated surgery, I was allowed to come and attend my relative. The 
doctor who operated on my relative only received 12 dong as a supplement. 

I thought [this amount was] too low, and talked with the doctor out of curi- 
osity. He said: "For a Class 1 case of major surgery, we are paid 12 dong; 
for a Class 2 case, 8 dong; and for a Class 3 case, 6 dong!" 


I was very surprised since, given today's living conditions, that small 
amount of money could not be a realistic supplement for the doctors who 
fight stressfully to save their patients" lives. 


I am not a doctor, but I thought I should raise this issue in the newspapers 
so that the proper agencies can consider raising the supplementary fees 

for surgeons and doctors on night call. Furthermore, if necessar:, the 
patients’ families might be allowed to contribute something. 


[Letter from Dr Nguyen Thi Mai (Hong Bang Ward, Hai Phong)] In the past, we 
were allowei to receive supplementary payment-in-kind for night duty. These 
last few years, we were only paid money (for each night on ca’l, we received 
7.50 dong). This amount is not enough [to buy] a bowl of nocdle soup, a 
glass of milk; therefore the more night duty we pull, the more tired we are, 
and the more reluctant we are. We hope we will receive supplementary 
payment-in-kind for night duty like before so we can fortify ourselves in 
time, increase our energy level and better serve our patients. 


12654 
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